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Documents on the Events precedin= the Outbreak 


Memorandum of the State Secretary at the Forei:n Office 
(Translation ) 
Berlin, Aucust 15, 19389 
assador called on me efter his return 
rnzly exoressed am™roxinately the following 
situation: 1 ad taken un her Position. 
lations to Poland end Britai yere knowr ont between Germany and 


Poland, would avtomatically inv e Tra "ha is a fact and not the 


wish of Fren } es nothing د‎ 0 
urzently than a Gernen-Polisl 7 nise, especially with resar to Danzig. 
settlement of this svecial question would also brin= about 


^ aA 
he had 


onversation with M. DALADIZI- Lu NNET is 
however, wes that of a certain z;revstion 
s especially cisturbec v; 
German utterances reveatecly mentioned the question of honor; that obvious- 
y meant & serious azzravation of the situati 
thereuvon confirmed EK ONDA loros n that the situation hac 


his soing o 0 il: t] NE beck rather far and 


the necessary arguments to che ere cterize tho unbricledc suicidal 


which amounted to an ultimatum, of the sccrossivo 
last week, of 
tno 2rovocativa utterances of the ins ire 1 pres of the continous 
moesures for su»orossine, immeting, banishinz Germans etc., acdorted ty 


Polish subor?^ineto evthoritios. (In this connection I showed M.COULOMNDRE 


list which had just arrivo.) I interoroted all this as being the prac- 


tical result of the promises ziven 1 anc. Britein to Poland. This 


as 





M 
b 


COULOED thon mede a little excursion into tho vast and represented‏ و 
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23 


harvest sown by the Western Powers in Poland. 


the British-Froench guarantee to Poland. as the inevitable result of 


hatin i 
having es 


+ 
v 


"Dlisbhec a orotectorste in Czechia. apart from this tho 


asserted thet, &accorcinz Trench reports, there was no lack of restreint 


in 


het on the contrary the Polish Government remained quite 


a very srave and warning e and disputed 
errmohatically. [8A ۵۳127101 وبا‎ I noin- 


LS 


ho country. 


an viltimatun 


Polish divlom:its. Such ex- 


cesses only orovoc Poland's 


could not imazine that cithor Franco or Britain woul 


West, who would  suroly 


nuetion of such ettitude on tho nart of Polend Foland was 


“ole 


waist they themselves had brought about, and 2.) by such conduct 


nû roloasoc her frionds from their oblication to suw»»oftt hor, for ono 


1 


risk hor vory existon- 


in favor of nor frisnd who had zone mat. I therefore cic not uncerstand 


v 


2 the beginning of our conversation, Me COULOPUT 


could have cescribed 
assistance for Poland 
. COULLONDRE then montioner. t ho "renec-Polish 
stronethonoo 33 Xo by the suarsntoe 0 
tion to Poland. + 1 " not tho 
If this were cCisturbod in 
wore overrun by Gerneny 


7 
^ 


now, it would be 


Tranco!s rower woul have to decline to tho le- 


of Bolziun or tho Netherlands Trance would thon bo orecticolly Germey's 


Cid not wish to 


187 - ds 
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4) 0 
I urgently requestod the anbassaócr to inform hinself of Poland's 
roal attituce and to ric hinsolf of his completely erroneous ides ro— 
g2rcinz the behavior io would surely drew tho correct con- 
clusions. 
When M. COULOPDRE asked me what these conclusions wore, I tolc nin 
that Foland would have to coroly with Gormany's justified claims ana that 


he would have to al i zeneral attituce towards Gormeny comletely. 


that his Government would not consent to 


any orossuro to baer on Wersew as thej id. A C rezuo last 


* 


situetion hee. chenzoc. 
ied Grily to M. COULOM TE that it was not for mo to offer 
hin or his Government. They should consider the facts and allow then 
oak for thomselves,. 


to co-o2orsto 


Trotzky. 
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COPY 
from tho Whito-Pebpor و وا‎ 2: Documents on tho Events prece 


Outbresk of War. 


(Translation) 
Berlin, Auzust 15, 1929 
4ftor 2 lone interval the British 
Ciscuss the situation. Fe 2skec. me without much oro 
of Count Ciano's visit to Salzbure. 


chic 


not refer to Count Ciano anf. my conversation with him, 


= 


Getoricration in the situation betwoun Berlin and Warsaw 
2 rexinetoly followed the line wai hac. taken u? this 
morning, 28 ins 21, in ny conversation with the Trench ambessacor. Per- 
er torms in regard to Polish Dolicy whon sveaking 
nvcrsetion with X. 0 
gsticn of the customs insooctors, Sir 
about German smugeling of arms anc an 
rights enc 
ests were affected by this, without roland's having remonstrate. 
emphatically contestod his view that the military measures taken in Danzig 
wore unjustific®. Danzic was only ~rotecting itself a43 s orotoctor. 
I honed wes still oorrittoc. I further exolained how British policy 


rented. a jestor's Licons : |. Government, of which the Poles 


now m=kine full aj )ul& now have to realizo where hor noli- 
encirclomont hed 130 hor, and would, I swmoso, hardly bo inclined or 


allow hor Polish frionds, who hac. completely lost their 


Cifforence of opinion regardi 


or I should say his Government, asserted that Polenc was 


CisDuted the fact that she was in a Dosition to 


ssion egsinst Germany In 211 other cases of a Folish 


wA e 
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ecnflict, however, the British Government were uncer an obligation 
hor irnoc essistenco enc wore firnly ۵ ed to 4۵ so. Foland, 
however, would not undertake any major ston without orovious consultation 
with Britsin. 
I then eskoc tho Anbassañor whether Lonion could really have consented 
tho threatening noto t^ Denziz, or to tho Polish ?oclarstion handed to 
1100110 of last week, cr to all the tive  s?oochos and a 
los an^ to the continuous supression of the German minority. The limit 
of our patience had been reached. The »olicy of 2 country like Poland consis- 


^ 


thousand 2rovocs:tions. I aske whether 


> 
4 


Britain belicved herself 
to restrain Polan from ovory now and unconsidered action? As lon 
orotoctod by Lond B 2 of in bor ability 
mere theory. 

¿ftor that I hac to deny the assertion that instruction adoot a more 
rigorous attitude had reached Danziz through our Consul-Generel there. I 
termes. this statement, which had b mace 4 19 ambassador, a direct lio, 

The Anmbasse^cr then cuched upon the question as t ther tho problenm 

could not bo Dostpones until it ccul be solved 5 N peaceful 
we shoul then have be of success, 
thought that I should not be able to auswor this question 
I replied 


however, that this question was ^uroly theo 2 for $8 


, 


ent coulc only by used by the Pole arearavate tho mischief which they 


h J 


reacy esusod; thoro was, thorefore, no question of an imbrovomont in the 


ator thon )ودوج‎ whether wo cculà not take tho 
German-Polish negotiations. I thorouoon reminded h 
hac used tho tonos o |. Pasha speaking from 


his ivan when he declared thet i N adaptei horsolf.to Polish »rincio- 


los ho woul’ be ly graciously ; pt n»rooosals framed eccorcinzly, 


it was only last week thet tho solish Government hed declared that 


every German initiative at the ex2ense of Polish demands was to be consicered 


en act of aceeression. saw no possibility for any German initia— 


189% -= di 
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The ambassador thon intimated that extensive Gormen-3ritish discussions 
on 122۳01 issues such és the colonies, etc., might take 
later on, با‎ tho sam mo ho said that the situation was much more 

1c ye: or Er. CPAMBESIalv could not fly to 
Din. 
as I wes concerned, La was uneble to offer any 3 
oxcg9t that Folanc should see rezson as soon as Possible with resar to 
Iroblem 


ho ecuto/ of Danzic anc hor @enereal attitude towards us. 


sir Wevile INDE SON left me, conscious of the e«revity eni precsriousness 


of tho situatio 


4 certifica truc copy: 


= 20K 
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Extract from 
" Failure of a Mission " by HENDERSON. 


Pages 246 - 248. 1 


On the surface the situation had eltered little during the nonth 
that was pest, and the barometer still appeared to stand at "ive change". 
But there were ominous signs of its falling. There was, on the one hand, 
still no contect between Berlin and Warsaw, end the Polish end German 
anbessadors st Berlin eni Warsaw were sitting like Achilles in their 
tents. Mutuel recrimination over the persecution of minorities was 
growing in volune, end Danzig wes seething with rumours end excitenent. 
On the other hend, the successful conclusion of the negotistions between 
London ~ Paris and Moscow seemed as for away a < It was true thet 

he British and French Military missions were now packing their trunks 
for their trip to Moscow, and when they actually got there on August 
llth, it should hava been but naturel to conclude thet this near 
STALIN, while still seeking to drive the herftest bargain which he could 
in Russian interests, had fineily mele up nis mind to co-operste in sone 
form or other witha tie Western Powers in resistance to further Gernuan 
aggression, But against thet aad to be 
thet Moscow wes now unblushingly snowing the cloven hoof, and wes asking 
St-tes. 
anl, with Gerneny 


"I | 


» the egeinst 
the Western Powers. They coulz not barter away the nus and freedon 
of suall but independent coun j8; While Germany could. It is to be 
hopes. that thrown on the question as to whether 
Sfallii from tho 71: ng wes i lusion with HITLER with 2 view to 
splaning out his negotiations with us until Gerneny wes ree 

or wüotaoor both Germeny and ourselves were simply his cetsz 

to ture letter view myself, but it is mere guesswork, end I em preju?iced. 
from the outset I reg-rdei the Russian negotiations ss something wiica 


had to be etterpte’, but waich lacked all sense of rerlities. I never 


believec in any effective or altruistic essistance being afforded by the 


19] = 
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Extract from 
" Failure of a Mission " by HENDERSON 


Pages 246 - 248. 


Russians to the Poles. The most that I hoped was that if the U.S.S.R., 
however half-heartedly, joined tae peace front, HITLER would regard 
discretion as the better part of valour and come down on the side of 
peaceful discussion. But I always believed that Moscow's chief ain was 
to embroil Germany and the Western Powers in a common ruin and to emerge 
as the tertius gaudens of the conflict between them. This was, up to 
August, similarly the professed view of all Germans, from HITLER downwards, 
wao commented cn our Russian negotiations. I raised this point with iITL 
hinself when I saw hin at Berchtesgaden on Aucust 23rd.  AISSEJ/TAOP was at 
Moscow on that day, engaged in signing the Russo—Gernan Treaty, and HITLER 
expatiated to we triumphantly on the value and great advantages of th 
new alliance, which he said was definite and permanent. I reminded hin 
of his previous a a expressed the opinion that 
he might find daussia's friendsaip even more dengerous than her ennity, 
anc added, speaking quite personally and on purely moral grounds, that 
if an agreement had to be made 
cloak for intense nationalism, and waose ulterior iotives 
to me highly suspicious, I had rather Germany nade it than ourselves. 
was for a moment confused and taken abacke He retorted, however, 
was we who nad driven hin into Russia's 


. nan wno was seeking to excuse himself. 
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Extract from 


" Failure of a Mission " by HENDERSON. 


Pages 246 — 246. 2 


The silence between B rlin and Warsaw and the lack of progress 


js 


in our telks at Mosccw were, however, not the cnly indicetions that 
the barometer might suddenly and rapidly fall. Apart from the deterioration 
of the situation at Danzig, the German army was rapidly nearing the 
completion of its pre-mobilisation preparations, Three or four cays 
at most would now suffice to put it on a full wer footing. The 
arrangenents for the Tannenberg celebrations on August 27th were 
proceeding systenatically and nen and ia : To beinz steedily 
Qreftoi eastwards via Koenigsberg into E sia. HITLER would 
suortly be able to cnoose nis own nonent for precipitating the crisis, 
and I wes more than ever certain that the last week of August would 
prove to be zero hour. Colonel BECK wa tine inquiring what 
instructions the British and French Goveranents proposed to give to 
rarding the Nurenberg Rally 
Polish ambassador, whose position in Perlin had becone entirely 
equivocal, would conform, he said, with whatever vw ecided as regards 
ais British and French colleagues. When I was asked by the Foreign 
Office what my views were on this point, ny answer was that it was 
Still quite uncertain whether the 1939 Nurenberg Party festival would 
ever take place at all, but that, if we did safely reach Septenber, 


I would have no nesitetion in gladly attending some at least of the 


celebrations there. 
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Extract fron 
" Failure of a Mission " by HENDERSON. 
( Pages 258 — 254.) 36 

nITLiR's carefully calculeted patience was, in fact, by now exhausted, 
and on August 18th I telegraphed t^ Lord HALIFAX that I 
definite conclusion that. if peace was to be preserved, the present situation 
could not be allewec to continue ani thet the only alternative to wer must be 

anî meliatory action. In this connection I repeated 2 
1 which I hed meade sone time previou - nemely, that a personal 

letter sould te addressed by the Prine Minister to HITLS2 an: delivered 
by sone enissary from London. Two days later I agcin teleg aphed to the 


س 


sane effect, and stated my conviction thet HITLER hed now finally decided 
upon some form of immediate action which would force the issue. I alluded 
to the increased German mn ery strengta waica had been assemble in East 
Prussia under cover of tine Tannenberg anniversery, and again expressed ny 
apprehension lest thet celebration might prove tne stertin point for tae 
ection wiich HITLER contexpleted, I have little doubt taat such 
EITLEa!s original and preuecitated 
information, in fact, reaches n 
concealed German wuilitery concentrations were already in progress, end 
instructions hei been given to complete then by Aucust 24th. One report 
specificelly mentioned august 25th es the ^ste fixed for the Geriian advance 
into Polend, I believe that the orajoers to the Pe were ectually signed 
۱ 
The truth undoubtedly wes that by this tine not only were Germany's 
preparstions sufficiently advanced for HITLER to take the initiative, 
he could now definitely count upon Russia's connivance in his 
désicns azeinst Poland. The exact cate on which he was able to do 
the latter will be, for obvious reasons, one of the nost interesting points 
witich history will have to reveal to us — thet eni the price, moral and 
material, which HITLER pe ad for Y.S S.R, cozplicity. In any case, so fer as 
the rest of tine world wes concerned, it was lete in the evening of august 


elst that the bombshell was exploded, announcing that negotiations had been 
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Extract from 
" Failure of a Mission " by 


) Pages 253 + 254). 


concluded for the signature of a Russo-Germen non—agzression pact end that 
RIESENTAOP would fly to Moscow on august 23ri to sign it. The secret, 
waich on the German side hed been known t^ not nore thea a few persons, 


hac been well kept. 
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Extract from 


" Failure of e. Missien " 


At the moment when Herr von RIESENTROP wes prepering to fly to Moscow, 


^ 


I received, suortly before 9 p.n. cn August 22nd, instructions to 


convey witiout delay a p ns etter frou the Prine minister to 


; PIT <A> 
۸9 121 ili bite 


Herr iEWEL, the liaison officer at heaiquarters between the 


for Foreign affairs end the Chancellor, ze wes Byxpetnetic end helpful, 


Cue. 


and later i: | avening I got into touch with WEIZSACKER hinself. In 


the course of that night, efter severel telephonic co.aunicctions, an 


interview wes arranged f ie wit! [TLER for the following day at 


5 CT 
on August 2Óri, accompanied 


1 


providei for 
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Extract frou Ri = 195. 


" Failure of a Mission " by HENDERSON. ۲ | 4 


( Pesos 258 - 2 2۰ 
The three main pnints of. the Prine Minister's letter were: 
(1) insistence on the determination of His Majesty's Government to fulfil 
their obligetions to Polend, (2) their readiness, 1f & peace atmosphere 
could be created, to discuss all the probleuns et issue between our two 
countries, and (3) their anxiety, during a perio? of truce, to see imuediate 
Ciscussion initiated between Germany and Poland in regard te the 
reciprocal treatment of uwinorities, ZITLER!'s reply, waich was no less 
uncompromising than I had anticipated, was to the effect thet Great Britain's 
deterzinstion to guppArt Polani could not molify his policy as expressed 
the Geruen verbal note to the Polish Government of August 9th, that 
epared to accept even & long ver rather than sacrifice German 
nationel interests en? honour, and thet, if Greet Britain persisted in 
her own measures of mobilisation, he would at once order the wobilisetion, 
of the waole of the 
At iy first interview with hin on 2 y 3ITLZR was in a mood of 


extreme excitebility nis languseze as 
responsibility for the Polish attitude wes violent, recriminatory, and 
exe, zerated He referred, for instance, to 100,000 Gorman refugees fron 
which wes at st five times greater than the reality. 
whetner he was persuaded, or persuaded himself, of the 
second interview, when he handed mne his 
ered his calm, but wes not less obdurate. Everything 
the Czechs last year, and she was 
now giving e blank cheque to Poland. Wo longer, he tol me, aid he trust 
Kr. CXAWBERLAIN, He preferred war, he seid, when he was fifty to when 
Ae was fifty-five or sixty, , =e had hiuself always soucht, and believed 
in the possibility of friendship with Encglen?4. e now reelised, ! 
that those who had argued the contrary hed been right, and nothin 
onplete change in British policy towards Germany could ever convince 
hin of any sincere British desire for good relations. My last renerk to 


nin was that I could only deduce from his languages that my mission to German; 


had failed, and that I bitterly resretted it. 
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Extract from 


" Failure of a Mission " by HENDERSON L4: Ly 


( Pages 258 ~ 269). 


the course of tne day I received three further messages for 


to the German Government. The first was a personal one from 


Prime Minister to the Chancellor notifyinc the letter of the represen- 
by dis Majesty's Governaent to Warsaw in regard to the 
of frontier incidents, and begging the Gernan Government to take 
I trensuitte? this in the afternoon to its 
in a personal letter to the Minister for Foreign Affeirs.) 


the Gernren Government of our counsels 


to Poland, end a procetion on Gerzeny!s part. 


وا 


et a Polish representetive with 
cone to Berlin to receive the Geren proposels was 
ünroason2ble, and su gestec bi Geruen Government should follow 
the normal procedure of : ie Polish Aubessseior to cell anc of 
handing him the Gorman proposals f: ansiission to Warsaw witha 
view to arrangements being nade ijo conduct of negotiations. This 


ast communicetion also reminded tao German Government that it had 
promised to communicate 3 letailed proposals to nis 


Government, who undertook, if they offered a reasonable basis, t 


their best in Warssw to faciliete ne ‘Otiations e 
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Extrect fron 


a Mission " by 3E.DERSOS. 


affa 


My-interview with متا‎ at waich merr von AIBZZ:TaOP and Dr. SCaMIDT 


wore also present, lasted on this occasion over en Sour. The Chancellor 

spoke wita esln 4 apparent’ sincerity. ne described his proposals as a 
last effort, for conscience! sake, to secure good relations with Great 
Britain, and he suggested that I should fly to London myself with theme 
I told his Bxcellency that, while I was fully prepared to consider tnis 

courses, I felt it ny duty to tell niu quite clearly that my country could 

go back on its word to Poland, sr het, however enxious we 

derstending with Germany, we could never reech one except 


zotiated sottlonent with Poland. 


8- 
Whatever may have been the uniorlyin, 
the part of the Chancellor, it was one which could not 
with Lord =ALIFAX's consent, I flew to Lon‘on early the following uorning 


(August 26th), in a Gorzen plen 1ich was courteously put at my disposal 


v 


2 


were 


m 5 5 ۱ ۲ s s 1 دج‎ 
Two days wore spent by ris Mejosty's Governne n giving the fullest and 


most careful consideration to Hitler's message 


I left London at 5 p.m. on August 28th, end at 10.30 pou. that 
received by Herr HITLER at the Reichschencery, end handed 
Britisn reply, together with a German trenslation. HITLER was 
once ecein friendly and reasonable, and appeared to be not dissatisfiet 
with the enswer which I hed brought to nii. He observed, however, that 
he must study it carefully end would give me a written reply the next 
3 


day. Our conversation lasted for wil over an hour, and it was nearly 


Ah before I xot back vo the Enbeassy. 


m 199. ۰ هه‎ 
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Events Preceding 


lio. 451 


ho State Secretary at the Foreien Office 


Menor 2nium of tho S! 


(Tr-nslation) 


Berlin, ausust 18, 1939 


The British ambessedor celled on me today he would 


next Tuesday. Worlnesday was tho 


bigs day in the 


probably fly to 212 
motor cycle races, in which 2 number of @nzlishmen wore »~articivsatine. 
Touching upon the oolitic^l situstion, once more 
wes convinces thet -oland would not let herself bo 
2w2y to commit ~rovec=tive acts. The British Government would sco to this. 
hed to n Sir bevile <aYDERSON's comlete misconception 


attituce towars the Fermane, explained the real facts 
this we estab 


"nd opinions. onee more 


20 < tef 


ell, ho know the present situation in Britain. 


WEIZSAECIEA. 
4 certified true copy 
Dr Martin . ZORN 


attorney 2t Law 
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COPY 


from tho White-Paver 10.2: Documents on the Events preceding the 


Out»reek of var. 


the Gorman Charzé d'Affaires in 


Washing to tho Toroizn Office 


Renort 


(Translation) 


^T 


Yashineton, D.C., august 21, 1939 
, , , 


As I hear from a blo source, ir.BEVIN, S 


ecretary Generel of the 
Transbort an^ Union of Great Britain, who is at tho mo- 


the Conzress for Democratic Education, 


Amcricsn fricnc that war was inevitable unless 


TT 


Mr. BEVIN zevo for this was that 


reason 


segues knew tho leadinz Dersonalities in the British Go- 


vornmont. They thensslves hac in their struzzlos that these 


Lc 


peodle hela their opinion once they had mad p their minds. This 


iefinitoly tho case today, 2 ho Labor Party hed co-operated in bringing 


3 about this resolute attituce. 


attorney at Law 
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COPY 
from the White-Panor To .2: Documents on the Events preceding the 


Outbreak of Nar. 


Tho Gorman Cherzb c'affairo 


London, August 22, 
Text of the officiol communiqué concerning toczy's Cabinet nootinc: 
"Tho cabinet at thoir moeétine today consicerec tho internaticnel site- 
ation in all its boerines, accition to reports that have been received 
as to military movements rormanys The binet 2lso jl n of tho 


report that 


ments was about 


summoned to meet on Thursday noxt, whon tho Govorn- 
the emergency 
YLace the Government 
in a Dosition to take any n ssary mo: without delay should tho si- 
tuation require it. he meantime, furthor measures cf 2 orecautionary 
character are boinz taken by hevsrtment; f instanc: the callinz uD 
of cortzin oorsonnol fer the navy, army 2n? fcr civi ) arrange- 
also being made to ceal with sin matters affecting: tho oxocrt 


country of ossontial materi sna 4 


taking these mossures cf orocsution, which the Government consi- 


der necessary et this time, they remain of the opinion thet thoro is nothing 
in the difficulties thet have 2rison botweon Germany end Folen? which would 
involving 2 ZureDesn war with 21l its 0 


Minister has rovestecdle said. 


«s 





DIT 


‘Pal 


. no questions in Eurode which should not bo capable 


of peeceful scluticn, if only conditions of confivenes could bo restored. 


"I.M.Govornmont 2ro, 2s thoy slwsys have been ey to assist in 


ercatine such conditions, but if in svite of 


all their efforts others in- 


sist on the use Gf force, and <etermincd to rosist it 


to the utterm st." 


A cortisfied trus copy: 


Dr. Martin HORE 


attorney 2t Law. 
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"Exhibit Ri. i.. 199" 


COPY 
from tho Waite-Ezpor مداد‎ 2: Documents o 


Converscti ( he Fucurer with the British anbassed vr, Berchtesgeden, 


#ucust 23, 1939 


Mienorendua of Herr von Loesch, Interpreter 


The British aubessedcr began by seying thet he we. 2 lette or 
on behalf of the British Government. Originally 9 more proa in ont perso: 
was to have dono so, but the course of events hed celled for prompt acti n, 
especially as tue British Government hed been such surprised by the news of 
the Goruen-Soviot pect. 


The Fuonrer stated thet he had already seen ع‎ trenslation of the letter. 
He wes in the ect of coupusins a written reply, but in the ueantine 
Give the subassader a few verbal explanations to the seme effect. 
HENDERSON replicd that he uoped a solution of the critical situ-tion co 
found; Britain hed ful gprecietion for the fact that Geruen-Sritisa 
operation vas necessery fo: the welfare of Europe. 


The Fuehrer replied thet tais should have been realized 
the sanbassador reised the objection that the 2 vovornaen 5 
guerantees and hed to abide by then, the Fuehrer answered thet he had me 
it clear in nis reply that Germany was not responsible for the cuarentees 
Britai athe M that Britain wes responsible for the consequences 
frou se obligations. It was Britain's business to be clear on 
int. =e hed informed tue Polish Government thet ovory further 
mb hes of tie Gernens in Polend would result in inmediate action on the 
ve Reich. n the other nand, as he nad heerd, Mr. CHAMBERGAIN hed 
. for increased nilitery preparations iu Britain. Gaguan preparations 
been limited to purely defensive measures. "Sinould I," said the Fuehrer, 
"hear of further measures of tiis kind being put into effect on the part of 
Britain, today or tomorrow, I suell order imaediete general mobilization in 
Geruany!" 


When the aubessador remarked that wer would then be unavoidable, the 
Fuehrer repeated his stetouent about mobilization. 

Ho pointed out tha t dép in Britain were always talking ebout the 
PHO i stiuosphere. The fact was that tho "atuosphere" had been 
"poisoned" by ee. Had it a ne S TEPAN ne would have come to 
peaceful understendin, with Czechoslo and the seme would 
certainly been achieved this year uit 1 Fol end in the Danzig question. Brita i 
alone was responsible - of this the whole of Gernany was firily convinced. 
Today in Polane. hundreds of thousands of minori ity Gere ns were ill-trcetod, 
dressed awey to concentration camps end driven from their howes. He had 
extensive documentary evidence on the subject, wh ton 1, so far, he hed 
refrained from publishin-;. Britain hed give: 1& blank cheque for all this, 
end now she would have to pay up. Now that Britain hed given a guerentee, 
he, the Fuehrer, hed seen hinself compelled to take up a firi attitude on tnis 
question. He could not permit tens of thousands of fellow Germans to be 
Slaughtered just beceuse of a British whin. 


me recalled tio fact thet formerly Germany had 
Polend, end that he had made a decent end fair offer to Polend. 
had been saboteed by the Western Powers end, as in the case of Czochosl 
this hed to a large extent been duo to the reports of military attaches, who 
hed spread false rumors of a German mobilization. 
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iere the aubessador ar.ued that the Polish Governnent hed re 
German offer before Eritain hed siven guareatees. 


The Fuchrer continued by saying that Mr. CHAMBERLAIN could not heve 
devised a . better plan to unite ell Germany than that of standing up for 
Polend end for a pro-Polish settlement of the Danzig question. He sew no 
possibilities in negotiations, becsuse he wes convinced that the British 
Governnent were not et all interested ine settle.ent,. fe could only 
repeat once uore thet a zeneral mobilization would be procleined in Gernany 
if further military ucesures were adopted by Britain. The sene held good 
for Frence. 


After the fuehrer had enphasized the fect that all this would be set 
down in writings, he stated thoat-he hed done ell that a zan could do. Britain 
hed mede an eneuy of tue man who had wanted to becone aur. -reetest friend. 
Now Britain would come to know a Germany other than the one sho had been 
accustoued to for so nany yeers. 


The anbessador replied that it wes know in Britein thet Goruany w 


i 
strong, e fact which sue had often proved letely. 


^ 


Ihe Fuehrer stated tnat no hed med generous offer to Poland, but 
Britain hed interfered. 


lae Fusarer tacn explained how, on this sane spot sone months 
had talked over the sexe settlenent' with Colonel BECK, who then des 
the settlenent as too sudde en, but who, nevertheless, sew ate pose 
In March he had repeeted ais proposals. at that tiu 
Poland would corte inly have ecreed if britain hed 
Britisa press hed then stated 
was being threatened, 


The fuesrer tion explained that at tae leest تج‎ on the part “of 
Polend to texe furtaer act ion aseinst Gorueny or ag : eanzig, he would 
iumodiately intervene, snd fu urtnernore, that a nobil a a in the West would 
be answered by a Goruen mobilization. 


Mbassador: "Is this a threat?" - The Fuehrer: "NO, a pro 


He thon stated thet the British Government hed preferred anything to 
co—operetion with Germany. On the contr: ry, their ceteriuinetion to destroy 
had led them to turn to france, to Turkey end to Moscow. 


Aseinst th he Ambassador protested, stating that I in did not want 
to destroy Gor 


ho Fuenrer replied that taat was 
ind built the Siegfried Line et a cost 
Gernany from an attack from the West. 


XENDERSON Grew attention to the fact thet the change in the 
itis. attitude deted frora Merch 15, to wich the Fuonzer replied thet Polend 
becouse exei:e od on aer Own £ccount over the Carpatho-—ilkreaine. Moreover the 

zechnosLovakia had become unbearable for 

efter all, owed taeir cuiture and civilization 

Amon. A9 was convinced tnat the best possible 
Czecuia. lent daCds had been nappy to find 

a way out of the ده‎ Gtd not. of course; matter to Britain whether 


he hed no wish to reproaca 
ed what the ish anbassedory had done for 
Gersan-British dioi ure personally 
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The Awbassador spoke of the tragic development which would now ensue, 
whereupon the Fuehrer, basing his remarks on Britain's avowed intentions 


on this point, said that if wer caue it would be a life and death strugele; 
end Britain would have nore to lose. 


Sir Nevile HENDERSON remarked thet acco rding to CLAUSZSITZ wer always 
sat surprises; all he know was thet everybody would do his duty 


- 
و 


tae Fucaror said that Germany had never undertaken enyt.ing that could 


— 
ein; in spite of thet Nen was taking sides azeinst Germany, He 

nore referred to the question of Danzig end Poland, in which the 
British point of view was "rather to nave wer than anything 


C ls 
> " 
&dvant: cee 


to Germany's 


Sir Nevile LL. ENDERS i AU ) > hi had 
written to a Goras n Ministe 


4 


Lately he had 
۵ fZuenrer, w.iom ned teken ton yeers 
to win Germ و‎ Would elso neve to give Britain nore 
The Fuehrer stated that tuo fact thet Britain was eee Germany in 
the Danzig question hed profoundly shocked ti 


sued thet it was ine y the principle of force which 
they hed opposed. In reply to which tue Fuehrer asked wacther Britain hed 
ever found s solution for any of tne idiocies of Versailles by wey of 
negotiations. 


The Ambassador had noth ling to 
that according to a German proverb 


Sir Nevile cenderson thon stressed the fact the 
never believed in a pact between BEAL; , 

was thet Russia by the deley only want get ز‎ f Mr. CzaMPDESLAIS, 
in order ultimately to profit by a war. zs personally would rather soo 
Germany conclude e treety wita Russie then have I 


ج“ 


TT mo 
OPLALON 


2۵۰ It will be a treaty lasting 


conversation ended num 
aubassador would receive a writte 


copy. 


Dr. Mart in 
Attorney 
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Documents concerning the Evems preceding the Outbreak of the wer. 


Wumber 454 
fhe British Prine Minister CHAMBERLAIN t 
LO Downing Street, Whitehall, August 22,192 
Your Excellency: 
Your Excellency will heve already heard of certain measures tekon by 
His Wajesty's Government, and announced in the press eni on the wireless thie 
evening e 
These stops have, in tne opinion of His Majesty's Government, been 
rendered necessery by the military movements which heve been reported from 
Germany, ond by the fact that apparently the announcement of a Germen-—Soviet 
agreement is taken in somes quarters in Borlin to indicate thet intervention 
by Great Britain on behalf of Poland is no longer a contingency that need 
reckoned with. Wo greater miste. sould ba mado. Whatever may prove to 
be the nature of the Gerian-Soviet Acvoonon annot alter Great 
Britain's obligation to Poland which His Majesty's Government heve stated 
in public repuatedly sud plainly, - i which they aro detormined to fulfil. 
l eallesed that, if His Mejesty's Govorunent hed made their 
Lear in 1914, the great catastrophe would neve been avoided. 
Whother or not there is any force in thet allegation, His Majesty! s 


Governaer.t or resolved اعدا‎ on this occasion there shall be no such 


If the crgo should arise, they are resolved, and prepared, to employ 
without delay <11 the forces at their commend, and it is impossible to 
foreses the end of nostilities once onz-god ıi would be & dangerous 
illusion to think thet, if war once 4% wili cone to an early end 
even if e success on any one of the froats on which it will bo 


engaged should have been secured. 
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Having thus nade our position perfectly clear, I wish to repeat to 
you my conviction that war between our two peoples would be the greatest 
calezity that could occur. I an certain that it is desired neithor by 
our people, nor by yours, snd I cannot see that there is anything in the 
questions arising between Geruany end Polend wiich could not and should 
not bó resolved without the use of force, if only a situstion of confidence 
could be restored to enable discussions to be carried on in an atnosphere 
different frou that wiich prevails today, 

We have been, and at all tines will bo, ready to assist in creating 
conditions in wiich such negotiations could take place, end in which it 
night be possible concurrently to discuss the wider probleis effectinz 
the future of international relations, including matters of interest to us 
and to you. 

The difficulties in the way of any perceful discussion in tho present 

f tension ero, however, obvious, end tie longer thet tension is 
maintained, the herder will it be for reason to preveil. 

These difficulties, however, misant be nitigated, if m enoved, provide 
that there could for an initial period be a truce on both sides =- and indeed 

side press polouics and to all incitement 

could | 
exenine enl deal with couplairts made 
Minoritres, it is x onable to hope that 6 


néesctiations between 


interunea zy «if both sides should think that 
But I an bouad to say that there wovli be si 
suca nesotiations to successful issue unless it were understood beforehan 


that any settlenent reached would, whe mmncluzed, be guaran 


Powers. His Majesty's Government would be ready, if desired, 


contribution es they could to tho effective operation of such guarenteos. 
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At this moment I confess I can see no other way to avoid a 


cetestrophe that will involve Europe in war. 


Ia view of the grave consequences to humanity which umay follow 


from the ection of their rulers, I trust thet Your sxcellency will weigh 


with the utmost doeliberrtion the considerations which I have put before 


Yours sincerely, 


CHAMBERLAIN 


A true certified copy. 


Dr. Martin EOR 
Altorney 
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Document conesrning Events preceding the Outbreak of the War 


Wunber 45 


wer to the British Prine Minister OzaAMBzSLAsIS, 23 awust 1939 


Dated 29 august 1939 


Your Excellency: 


The ambassador of His Britannic Majesty has just hended ند‎ 
in which Your —xcollency, in the nene of the British Govornuon 


drawn attention to a number of points, waich,in your opinion, 
extrene importance. 


I be: to reply to your noto as follows: 


le Germany hes never sought to enter into conflict with Great Ages 
nor et any tine interfered where British interests were concerned. On the 
contrary, G-rueny nas for many years, althou-h unfortunately without success, 
bra sie d to sein the frionásaip of Great Britain. For tais reason, Goruen; 
olunterily undertook a restriction of her own interests throughout a larve 
area in dgrope which would otherwise have been difficult to justly frou a 
national politicel point of view. 


2. The German Reich, however, nas, like every other state, certai 
“pagal dz MATS. it is — for it to renounce and which lie within 
tae cat P hiatory and her economic necessities 
Certain of these problems were, end 
are, of ths dbzost "pies i ca e any Ferman Government both from a national 
political end fron a psychological point of view. 
One of these probleus is thet of the Geruan city of Denzis and the 
au of the Polish Corridor connected therewith. Only e. few years ago 
wes recosnized by numerous statesuen, by authorities in historical 
a 1 in England., I suould like to add thet the 
which come within tae sphere of Germen 
aforoue sspecially those provinces which heve returned 
e Dt. 18 iwwonths,was developed aoe dy Englisimen but 
Soil by Goriens, end, in pert, during e period of aistory waich covers 
nore than the las usend years. 


prepered to settle the problem of 

enerous proposal, made once 
The ry Roles kA sa on cod n with 
reserd to tho mobi: s against Pola tho assertion 
concerning ac.ros i regard to Rounania, Hungary, etc., 
as also the more recent so-ce lei. te80 given to Polend, effectually 
destroyed any inclinetions on tho ae of Poland to negotiate on & basis 
waich would at the same tine be acceptable to Gornany. 


means of 


4. The general assurance given by Great Britein to Polend that Great 


Britain would support Foland in case of conflict in any circumstance, 
irrespective of the ceuses siving rise to such conflict, could only 
regarded here as an incitement to let loose, under ccver of what mi 
termed a blank chaque, a wave of unspeakable terror aseanst tne one 

a half million Germans domiciled in Poland. The atrocities waich ha 
taken place there since that time were terrible indeed for those on whom 
they were inflicted, but intolerable for the German Reich, waich, as one 
of the et Powers, was expected to watch then idly. In rogerd to the 
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Free City of Daazi«s, Foland has, on countless occasions, infringe eg, its 
rights, sent deiends which were in the nature of an ultimetun endå 
a process of ocononic strencul:tion,; 


5. The German Government informed tho Polish Govornuent e suurt 
tine eo thet they were not inclined to scc ept these devolopuonts in 
Silence, thet they would not toler-te the despatch of further notes 
couched in tho forn of an ultiuatu. to Denzic, thet they would not 
tolerate a continuence of acts of violence inflicted on the German section c 
the population, nor would they tolerete the ruin of the Free City of Denzig 
Ny wans of ی‎ pressure, that is to sey, tas destruction of the 

of the populetion of Danzig by e forn of customs blockade, 

nor wea tolerate ths continuence of suca acts of provocation 
against Mg Helen. scgercless of tne Worms & solution wust and will 
be found, for tic probleu of Danzig and : ; Polish Corridor. 


3T ۲ 
40v. v 
l| 


Se Your Taoslleney inforus ao in the neue of tho British Governient 
thet in tho ovont y ect of interference on the pert of Gerueny, 
you will be coipél 0 support Poland. I neve taken due note of your 
stetoment ar ن‎ essi you tnet it can ay saeko the åetersination 
of tio Geruan ۵ niont to protect tiis i: ne iuvich,.as set 
forth in p?recrez $ likewise نع‎ J ence tnat tae 
ensuing war woi : 1 SE oe & Lon, [f Germeny is attecked 
by Britain, she prer A end determined to fish heve often 
declared to tne Geran x e end to the waole world thet there cen 
be no doubt ag to the dotoruin: edm of the now Goriuien Reich to eccept 
privation and misfortune in any form and at eny tinue rather then sacrifice 
aer national interusts or oven ner honor. 


7. Tao Geruan Govormaent heve received information of the fect thet 
tac British covernment intend to carry out nobi ation measures, which 
da tasir nature sre solely cirectud e.einst | any, es is stated in 
Your Excellency! 4 note addressed to ue pr steted also to epyply 
to france. as Gori2sny never intended to edo itary measures other 
then ti,0so of a purely defensive nature again i Great Britain 
or France and, as hes already veon oi paasi 3 i8 intended nor 
intends in tao future to attack sither nd. or rrenco, the 
ennouacoi.nv wiica Your Excellency confirwed in your note can only 
constitute i | اهنا‎ ageinst the Reich. must, therefore, 
inform Your Ëx p that in the.event of suca militery 
being beken, ied) rder the inuedieto mobilization of the Gorman 
&rned 0 ۰ 


question of a settleron 1 ea oblens in 

decided by Gernany b: éfly by those who, 
tae Treaty of Versailles wes comitted, havo ste 
Opposed eny peaceful revision of its terms. Only 
on the pert of tue Powers responsible for the Trosi 
& eaenge for tae better in the existing relations 


t 
1 


Gorüeny. During Wy whole life-tine I neve ituros 
fricndship botwoon Britain and G.ruany, but tho attitude 
Y y Britisai diplouecy, up to the present et leest, hes served 
to convince ms of the hopelessness of suca en atte ipte If the future 
were to bring e schange in this respect, none would welcome it moro 
than I. 


Adolf zITLZa 
A true certified copy. 


Dre Mart in HORN 
attorney at Law. 
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Documents coneernim: Events preceding tue Outbreak of the wer. 


Yunber 457 


Anbassador 25 August 1939, 


fuchrer declered at the outset that the Eritisna ac 

thoir lest conversation hes expressed the hope ta 
still prove possible to errivo et an understendine i hip Gort 
Enslend. Xe, the Fuenrer, ie ATOR considered tae situstion once 
more end intondod odey to teke a stop in regard to Englend which wes 
to bo es decisive ss the Mop. per in reegrd to Russia, the result of 
which hed been the rocont pect. 


Yesterday's meeting of the douse of Conuons 
by Wr. Cla: DESAIN and Lord naLIFaX were further 
had again invited the British anbessedor to mevt 


assertion that Germany wanted to conquer tae world was ridiculous. 
The British Expire covered a territory of 40,000,000 square kilouetres, 
Russia of 19,000,000 square kitonotroq, Azorica of 9,500,000 square 
kilouctres end Geruany of loss than SO Somserekilouwwtres. B ‘It. wis thus 
Quite "elestsS/hob wWenteacto ton uer tues world. 


Ine Fushrer inforued the British aubessador of the fol lowing 
le Tho sets of provocation comiitted by Poland had becone PM 
ve of wno might be responsible for thes If the Polish 
contested tusir responsibility, this merely proved 
tneiselves ned no longer any influence on their nilite my 
In the preceding night 21 now frontier incidents 
On the Germen side the utmost discipline hed been 
all the incidents were due to rolisa provocation. 
als, non-uilitery aircraft nad been fired on. TIf the 
declared themselves not responsible, this 
taoy were unable to keep control over their 
WR people, 

Go y circunstances to put an end to 
plane Macedonian اوه ره‎ on her eastern fronticr, not only in 
tac interests of lew and order but also for the seke of European 
peace. 


The problem of Deng و‎ end the Corridor would have to be solved. 
The British Prine io hed ede a speech which had done 
hothin; towerds bringing about a chan n tae Gorman attitude. 
Tais spoeca night, 1f enytoinz, «i e desperate and 
incelculable war between Gorua ny and En and, e wor which would 
cause fer greater bloodshed than a f 19 In contrest to 
the lest world wer, Geraeny would not nave to carry on e war on 
two froats. Tae agreenent concluded with Russia was unconditional 
and rosprosonted :& turnine point in the foreign policy of the 
aeica with tae greatest long-renge | possibilities. Under no 

Circusstances would Russie. end vernany again take up erus 

one another. apart from this fect the agrevients dado with Rus 
ould safesuard Germany, in econonic respects also, for a war 
the lon.ost duration. 


The Fusuror hod : always been stroncly in favor of anglo-Germen under- 
standing. 4 war between England and Germany could, under the most favors 
circuustencos, bring Geraany an edvar* » Dub certainly could not bring 

li&jatost gain to England. 
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The Fuenrer declared that the German-Polish problem had to be and 
would be settled. e was, however, ready and resolved to approech Eng sland 
again, after this settlement, with a generous and comprehensive offer. ze 
Ginself was a man of great decisiens, and he would in tais case also te 
capable of a great action. ke approved of tne Britis Empire end was 
prepared to pledge nimself personally to its existence and to devote the might 
of the German aeich to taat end, provided 


that ais colonial demends, which were limited and could be 
settled by peaceful negotiations, were fulfilled, for which ho 
was prepared to concede a most protracted time-limit; 


that his obligations to Itely remained untouched; in other 
words the Fuohrer did not expect England to give up ner French 
obligations and could for nis vert not abandon nis Italian 
obligations ; 


he wished also to emphasize Germany's unslterable resolution 
never again to enter into ə conflict with aussia. 


The Fuehrer would then be prepared to enter into agreements 
with Great Britain which, as he nad already emphasized, would 
not only provide a German guarantee of tne existence of the 
British Empire under all circumstances, but would, if necessary, 
assure German assistance for the British Empire irrespective 
of where such assistance might be required. The Fuehrer would 
then also be ready to eccept a ressonable limi 
&rranents, in accordance with tue new politi 
requirements. Finally the Fuehrer renewed nie 
he was not interested in western problems and 
for one moment consider any frentier correction 
The western line of fortificat tioas, wiica aad cost billions, 
was tac final frontier of the Reich in the west. 


If the British Government would consider these estions, thoy 
might end in a blessing not only for Germany but ua or the British 
Empire. If the British Government rejected the suggestions, war would 
be inevitable. Under no circumstances, uowever, would such a war 
to the strength of Great Britain. The last war had exply proved t 


Tae Fueanrer repeated that he was a m great d*a'sions to which 
he felt himself bound, and that this was ais final proposal. Immediately 
after the settlement of the یره‎ Pallak question he would approach the 


British Government with an offer. 


A true certified copy. 


Dr. Martin HOZ 
Attorney at Law, 
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Translation of Document No. 69 from "Documents concerning German-rclish 
Kelations and the Outbreak of Hostilities between Greet Britain and Germany 


of Seotombor 3, 1939. 


Telegram from Sir N. HENDERSON to VISCOUNT HALIFAX. 


(3eoivod 1900 hours) Berlin 25 August 1939 


U TMF =t 


7. Among various points mentioned by Herr HITLER were: that the only 

winner of another Turovean war would be Japan; that he was by nature an 
artist not a politician, and that ones the Polish question wes settled 

he would ond his life as an artist and not as a warmongers; he did not 

went to turn Gormany into nothing but a military barracks and he would only 
do so if forced to do så; that once the Polish qu»stion was settled he him- 
self would sottlo down; thet he hed no interest in making Britain break 

her word to Poland; that ho had no wish to be small-minded in eny settle- 
ront with Poland end that all he required for an agreement with hor was a 
gesture from Britain to indicate thet she would not be unreasonable. 

8. Aftor I had left, Herr von Rib entrop sont Dr. Schmidt to tho Embassy 
with text of verbal statement and also 2 message fror 

that Herr Hitler had always and still wished for an agrooment with Britain 
and begging me to urge His Majesty's Government to take the offor vory 


seriously. 


A certified true copy 
s/ Dr. M. HORN 
t/ Dr. MARTIN HORN 


Attornoy at Lew 
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Copy 


from the White Paper Number 2 
Documents concerning Events preceding tne Outbreak of the Wer 


lio. 459 british — Polish Treaty concerning mutual assistance 


The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Eritein end Northorn 
Ireland end the Polisi Government: 


Desiring to place on a permanent basis the collaboration between their 
respective countries resulting from the assurances of mutual assistance 
of a defensive character which they have already exchenged; 


ved to conclude an agreement for that purpose end have 
ir Plenipotentiarics: 


Government of the United Kingdom of Great Pritein and Northern 
Irelend: 


e Rt. ion. Viscount HALIFAX, K.G. , G.C Se ws G.C ۲ ور‎ ۳ 1 Principal 
Secretary of Stete for Foreign affairs; 


Polish Government: 


His Sxcellency Count Edward Reczynski, ambassador Extraordinary 
end Plenipotentiary of the Polish Républic in London; 


who, having exahenged their Full Powers; found in good end due form, have 
egreed on the following provisions: - 


Should one of the ۵ 3 z Parti scome engaged in hostilities 
th a European Power in consequence SE n by the latter egainst 
e othe nti i Perty will at once give the 
ontracting Party engaged in hostilities a he and assistance 
in power. 


A 


article 2 


(1) Ike provisions of article l will also apply in the event of any 
action by e European Power which clearly tareatened, directly or indirectly, 
the independence of one of the Contracting Parties, end wes of such a nature 
tnet the Perty in question considered it vital to resist it with its armed 
forces. 

(2) Should One of the Contracting Perties become engeged in hostilities 
with a Europeen Power in consequence of action by that Power which threatened 
the independence or neutrality of another European Stete in such a wey as to 
constitute a cleer menace to the security of that Contract ing Party, the 
provisions of article 1 will apply, without prejudice, however, to the rights 
of the other European State concerned. 


Article 3 


Should a European Power attempt to undermine the independence of one 
of the Contrecting Perties by processes of economic penetration or in any 
other way, the Contracting Parties will support each other in resistance 
to such attempts. Should the European Power concerned thereupon embark 
On hostilitics against one of the Contracting Serties, the provisions of 
Article 1 will apply. 
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Article 4 


The methods of applying the undertekings of mutual assistance 
provided for by the present agreement are established petween the competent 
navel, military and air authorities of tue Contracting Parties. 


Article 5 


Without prejudice to the foregoing undertakings of tac Contracting 
Parties to give each other mutual support and assistance immediately 
on the outbreek of hostilities, they will exchange complete and speedy 
information concerning any development which might threaten their independenc 
and, in particuler, concerning any development which threatened to call 
the said unüertakings into operation. 


article 6 


(1) The Contracting Parties will communicate t^ each othor the 
terms of any undertakings of assistance against agression which they 
have already given or may in future give to otaor States. 


(2) Should either of the Contracting Perties intend 
an undertaking after the coming into force of the present 
other Contracting Party shall, in order to ensure the prope 
of tne Agreement, be informed thereof. 


3) Any new undertaking which the Contracting rarties may enter 
into in future shall neither limit their obligations under the present 
Agreement nor indirectly create new obligations between tuc Contracting 
Party not participating in these undertakings end the third State 
concerned. 


Article 7 


Should tho Contracting Parties be engaged in hostilities in 
consequence of the application of the present Agreement, they will not 
conclude an armistice or tre-ty of peace except by mutual egroonent, 


Article 8 


(1) The present Agreement shall, remain in force for a period of 
five years. 


(2) Unless denounced six months before the expiry of this period 
it shell continue in force, each Contrecting Party saving thereafter the 
right to denounce it at any time by giving six month's notice to that 
effect. 


(3) The presont Agreement shall come into forco on signature. 


In faith whereof the above-named Plenipotentiarios nave signed the 
prosent Agreement and have affixed thereto their seals. 


Done in English in duplicato, at London, tho 25th August, 1959. A 
Polish text shall subsequently be agreed upon between the Contracting 
Parties and both texts will then be authentic. 


(2.S.) HALIFAX (L.S.) Edward RACZYNSKI 
A true cortifiod copy. 


Dr. Martin HORM 
attorney at Law. 
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TA 


COPY 


from tho White-Paper No. 2: Documents on the Zvents preceding the 
Oatbreek of War. 


Memorandum of the Director of the Politicel Department 


Berlin, august 25, 1939 


According to instructions, I telep woned to tae Britisa 
Ambassador at 4:15 p.m. today, and drew his ettention to t 
report published in the evoning edition of today's Berliner 
Boersenzeitung end other evening pepers conceraing tao 


messecre at Bielitz where eight persons were killed and a 


number of others were injured, 
WOZERMANN 
A true certified copy. 


Mertin Onl 


attorney et Law. 
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hrer, August 26, 1939 
(Trznsl:.tion) 
August 26, 1939 
ج 11 2600و‎ 
۱88506025 in 


1: 


cnowledge. 


You cannot 

Slings of France for your natio 
then I have to ensure not < y peace betwesn our t 
your own intcrests 

world, 
to crecit 
idenl of honor than the onc with which I 
و213‎ you cannot doubt th-t Tronco vill faith- 

or oblis tion tow rds other powers which, like 


“1 convinced, ۵ 1 z ct peace wit 


convictions 
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To this doy TC | nothing which night prevent à 
solution c he intizrn-tion-l crisis in - spirit of 
11211 1 6۳ fo nations ^s long as Sce will f 


TILLS 0n 


Together with the go OF Frances I »vroelnin tha 


of all hor allies, personally gu^r:ntec tho readiness alwa; 
13 


shown br Polsan to have nutu: ~course to iisthods of fres c 

cilistion such å n be o Soged betwee the Governnents o 

two sovcroicn nitions. “ith + perfecthi € conseisnoo I 
an assur^noeo the rions cifferences which 


Da: 


nothin 2 th: 
my country. This 


ponocful 


At so criti 2 nonent I 81000۳۵1 believe that no 
noblejnindec porson could understand how a wor of cestructio: 
a peaceful scttlo- 
POlandad having beon undertaken. You 
020۳015۵ its influcneo with full dete: 

anything fron 

Cormany's honor, Head of the Pron SOvermicnt desirous 
atteining full h-miony o ho T oh and o Gernan noe 
tions, yot bound o 3 hand to Poland by ties of fri: 
ship one :y pledged word, I sm prepared to nak every effort 

Cont,.Ri-* 


+ 218 





الا 


4y 3 À 
thet an honorable nan can nake oring enacavor to a 
successful cnd, 

Like mysclf you were a soldier in the l-st war. You 
know ^s well as I do the feclings of disgust anû universal 
condemnation which the destruction causcd pv u loft in the 

of all netions, irrespective of 
I cherish of your eres 
man notion on the 
its tasks in the corr: 
ne to ask vou for an 
n blood 
twenty-five yeors 
oro nation will fight fully confident o 
n bo sure that ruin ond bars 


victors. 
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.ugust 27, 1939 


Berlin, ..ugust 27, 


"our Zxocllcnoyv: 


I sp orecintc the conccrn r GXprosseG, 
boon cguslly conscious : grave responsibility 
those who .ccide ti foto of nations. As an 
the horrors of wor. Thi 
> in ۰ sincere endeavor to 
bctwecn ou 
the French people quite frankly th 


basis, for the 


f uy attituds. wis 


y they thenselve 
ahy oninosity or 
former breve opponents. On 
nce was definitely cstablishea 
en inercasiig syrip 
n nation, = & syipothy markedly 
sions. Tho construction of the gre 


estorn fortifications vhich have cost ond will still cost 





ON 


EFA 
many billion ۳۴8 is d-ewicntary evidence tht Germany has 
recanted and fixod the finsl frontier of the Reich. In Col: 

the German people renounced two provinces which once be- 
to the old Geran Reich, were l:ter on regained «at th 
price of nany live wa PO finolly ccfended at the price 
of still noro -our "7xcelleney will adnit thot itis | 
nunci:tion was not merely ~ gesture “or t ic: ons bui 
a €colsion confirmed by nll our subsequent 
Excellency, ecnnot cite 
of the Cerion frontier in 
onc line or word. I believed th 
by this attituce every 
repetitio 


Th 


unbcarsble of ^11 tho conc f this Dictate through neg 
tiation, This proved inposs Ə any cnlishtoned zen of al 


2 


notions bolicvod nd were convinecé thit rc sion was bound 
ET hetevor objcetion may bc ised cen ny .ethods, 
wheteovsr foult nry be found with thei, it 
or Conioà thet I sucecedod without any noro bloodshod in fip- 
Ging solutions "5 in nen 5۵8 sitisfictory not on] 
for Germany. } S nenne hic! esc solutions wore ao. 
complishec, statesmen of c nS wore rollevod of thei. 
oblig-tion, which t' cy often found impossible to fulfill, of 


heving to ^»eocpt Tosponsi;ility for this revision before tho: 


own people. One tiing I fecl sure Your Hacclleney will A 
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- 0040 


p.m. 


thst tho revision wis bound to ooo. The Dict. tc of 
S was unbo-r.blo. No Froneh:n with a senso of hor 
woulc, ii a siuilar posi 
hove zd ffcrontly frou the way I did. I therefore 
ITCODOW 
Versailles. 
Shocked the Cor:-n peo No o Gould have 
forward with such ^ pro therefore I cor 
onoc,. I an 


۱۷1 906 to 
ing incited by c wild oci 
Germany, n06econp^n 
2 profound 
for the noxt 25 years 2 b we > lio sbout Gerne 
public opinion in Poland; the Polis} 
Jo in making nccessary and élear 6 


18: 10۳1 on the oxtent of Pols 


gurr-ntce. Th 

ly convince that Britci 1 Frances would now fight for Po} 
which ight bet 
۱8 sheer. lunacy w they not so oxtr.ordinarily ( 
|t that tine unbc-roblo terroris sot in; physicsl 
econorilc. oppression of nore thin one -nà a ۱218 millions of 
nans living in tho territorics severed fro: the Reich, . lI dh 
not intone to spo^k of tho strocitios which have occurred, 17 

in Danzig tho outr^gcs co -dttoc by the Polish .uthorities 
ly erestéd the impression that the city wes =pparently hope: 
ly Cclivereé up to the arbitr-ry -ction of - power thet is : 
reign to the nition: 1 charactor of the oity .ni its populat: 
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Moy I ask, i D^l156icr, how you ss a Trcnohucn wo ulc 


net if, by tho unfortunate cncinc of - br vely-fought wer, < 


of vour provinces was scparnted by 2 corridor in the posses- 


sn power, ond ۶ 1l rgo city - let us say iarsol 
omted from besring sllcagi:nee to France, while 


wore being persecuted, beaten, zi 


tresatcd and even murce 


"renehuan, Ms Dalacic 10 hercfore know how you would : 


I ane Germen, vill not doubt zay 8 
honor and my sense of in exsctly the 
If you hea tc nity such <s confronts us 


would you, how Gernicm 
nt all, góulc ensure thet such 


hrough France should romcin? That the stolen territories 


Lis Ll 
tist licrseillcs snoulG be forbids 
ay fiel 
or Germany, renc cd our cl 
“eeceLorriine in 0 > avoid further bloocshed. Stil 
int:in such 
intolerable for yo 
foclinzs on everythir 
aro the saro as yours 
"Cily understand cach 
k you to ap reelate age 
sensè of honor can ever 
S.o them musltreated or 
its own fronticrs. I therefore formulstec c clear deuzinc; 
Danzig: zna the Corridor nust return to Gernany. The 
ni-n coneitions prevailing «long our eastern fronticr nus 
cease. I seo no possibility of »oersuscing Folsnd, who 6 
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attack by virtue of gucrantces 
Erse to ^ pecceful solution. 
ctorzincá uncer the cireuistancss to solve 
other, I would 
blo Future for ~ country. 
peoples should 


tion, it wule 


others would fight 
norc EELS in viov 


your notion hive 


enrlicr in 
pen to us of influencing 
thus to rericdy a Sis 


Gerucan people 


attorney ~t law, 
Cont.c Ri-7xhioit No. 206 
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DOCUMENTS CONCERNING GERMANžPOLISH 0۳14110175 AD TED OUTBREAK OF KOSTI- 


LITIES BETWEEN یوج‎ BRITAIN AND GEALANY OX 3 SD-TSVBER 9 . 


"Number 74" 
Number 463 
Memorandum of the Sritish Government handed to the Fuehrer by the 


ambassador on 28 august 1939, 10.30 PX. 


His Majesty's Government have received tho messace conveyed to them fron 
the German Chancellor by tis Majesty's ambassador in Berlin, and have con- 
sidered it with the care waich it demands. 

They note the Chancellor's exoression of his desire to make 
the basis of the relations between Gormeny and the British Eoi 
fully share this desire. They beliova with him that if a comol 
ting uncerstanding betweon the two countries could ba established it would 
bring untold blessings to both peoples, 


^no 


^ 
m3 


2. The Chancellor's message deals with two Groups of questions: those 
which are the matters now in dispute between Germany and Foland and those 
affecting the ultimate relations of -»rmany end Groat Britai In connexion 


with these lest, His Majesty's Government obso that the German Chancellor 


rvo 
has. indicated certain Proposals which, subject to ono condition, he would be 
a 


Prepared to make to the British Government for general uncerstsncinz. 
These orovoss1s are, of course, stated in Very general form and would roquire 
Closer definition, but Figs Majesty's tovernnert aro fully prepared to take 
them, with some acditions, as subjects for discussion and they would be ready, 
if the differences between Germany and Poland ero veacefully comoosod, to 
93063006 so soon as practicable to such discussion with a sincere desiro to 


1 D ry sam 
reach agreement. 


ement of tho differences Germany and Poland. As to 
۱۵ و‎ Everything, howover, turns 

uvon tho settlement and the method hy which it is to bo reached. 
On these Points, the immorteanes of which cannot be absent from tho hancollor! 
mind; his message is Silent, end His Majesty's Government fool compelled to 
Point out that an unüorstenóinz uon both of these is ossonti achieving 
further progress. The German Government will be aware that 
Government have obligations to Poland by which they are bound and which they 
intend to honour. They could not, for any adcvantesco offered to Great Britain, 
acquiesce in a Sottlomont which put in jeopardy tho indevendence of a State 
to whom they have given their guarantec. 


ion which the Serman Chancellor lays down is thet thero must 


4. In tho ODinion of Eis Majesty's Government a reasonable solution of the 
differences between Germany and Foland coulc and should bo effected by ezroo- 
ment between the tw countries on linos which would includo tho sPfoguarüing 
of Folend's essential interests, end they recall that in his 8000615 of tho 
28th april last tho German Chancellor recognisod the importance of those in- 
torosts to Poland. But,as was stated by the Prine Ministor in his lettor to 
the Gorman Chancellor of the 22nd Aurust, his Mejesty's Govornzent consicor 
it ossontial for the success of tho discussions which would »rococo the agree- 
nont that it should be understood beforehand that any sottlonont arrived at 
would be euarsntood by other Powors. His Mejosty!s Government would be ready 
if desired to make their contribution to tho effective 020۳20105 of such a 
&uarantooc. 


d& 
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Exeerpts from 
The British Yar Blue Book 


Miscellanecus number 9 (1939) 


Number 73, page 161/162 


1۰ Viscount Halifax to Sir H. Kennard (Warsaw). | 
(Telegraphic). Foreign Office, August 28, 


Our proposed reply to Herr Hitler draws a clear distinction between 
the method of reaching agreement on Germar—Polish G@ifferences and the nature 
of the solution to be arrived at. As to the method. we wish to express our clear 
view that direct discussion on equal terms between the rertios (a. the proper nears, 


Ge reaty. 

3. His Majesty's Government eih pal made it E end are 11 
in their reply to Herr Hitler to-day thet any settloment of German-Polish differ- 
ences must sefeguerd Poland's essential interests amd must bo secured by inter- 
national guarantee. 


4. We have, ^f course, seen roperts of Horr Hitler's reply to M. Daled? 
but wo should not consider intimation by Pelish Government of their resdiness to 
hold direct discussions es in any way implying ecceptence of Horr Hitler's 
demands, which would, es made plein above, have to be examined in light of prin- 
ciples we have stated. 

5. As Polish Government èppeer in their reply to President Roosevelt 
to eccept idea of direct وه یط‎ e | Hie Majesty! s Govornmont osrnostly hope 
that in the light of the considerations set forth im forogoing peregrerhs Polish 
Government will authorise them to inform German Government that Poland is reedy 
to enter at once into direct discussion with Germany. 


6. Plago endeavour to seo X. Beck at once and telephone 





MI 


H0789-0051 


Excorpts from 
Ihe British Wer Blue Bock 
Miscelleneaus number 9 (1939) 


Number 79, peges 178/179 


2. Sir.N. Henderson t5 Viscount Helifex (received و‎ 5 P.M.) 
Tologrephic.) - Berling August <9, 1939. 


Herr Hitlor handed mo Germen reply at 7 ° 15 this ovoning. Translatio 
of full text will follows es as possible, 

2. In reply to-two E propes2?ls, nemely, for direct German—Polish 
negotiations end international guarentee of any sottlomónt, German Govornmont 
declares t— 

(1)That, in spite of its scepticism as to the prospect of their success, 

it accepts direct nogoti=tion solely out of dosiro to onsure lasting 
friendship with Britain, end 

(2)In therease of any modificetions of torritory German Governmont cannot 

uncertake or particip=te in eny guarantees without consulting the U.S.S.K 

3. Note observes that Gorman propossls hevo never h-à for thoir object 
eny diminution cf Polish ۳۹۶۶1 interests, and declares thet German Government 
accepts moci-tion of Great Britain with = view to visit to Borlin of some Polish 
plonipotonti-ry. Germen Government, note adds, counts on arrival of such 
Plenipotentiary to-morrow. Wednesday, 30 th August. 

۳ I remarked that this phrase sounded like sn ultimetum, but efter some 

rks both Herr Hitler 7nd Herr von Ribbontrop assured mo that it wes 
ess urgency cf the moment whon tho two fully mobilissdlarmice 
face to feco, 
id that I would tr^nsrit this suggost in ا‎ ately to His Majost; 
& &skod whother, 1f such Polish ec pene ery did come, we could 


Se 
an, 


Government, 
assumo thet heswould be well recoived end thet Giscussions would be conducted on 
footing of complete equality. Herr Hitler's roply ws " of course ۰ 

6, Gorman demands are declared to bo revision of Vorszillos Treaty; namely 
return of Denzig and the Corridor to Germany, security for lives of Gormen netior 
minorities in the rost of Poland; noto concludes with statement thet tho Gorman 
Government will immediately olaberste proposals for an acceptable solution, ا‎ 
nform British Govornmont, if possible, before arrivel cf Polish plonipotentie 
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Excerpts from 


Tho BritishhWar_ Blue Booi: 


(Miscellaneous :umbor 9 (1929) 


Fumbor 81, pego 180 


3. Viscount Helifex 
(Telogr-phic. ) 


Wy eel] ston nc9s0?u]j cunsiderstion to Gorran Governmont's roply,* but 


1 4 > Min “dar Wie T á ^ NN CFA fe en + و‎ ^ ^ 29 "RIT Pos ra as 
it is, of course, unroesoreblio te oxpscí shet wo cen proacuce 2is 2 


tative in Berlin to-dey, anû Gormen Govornmont must not oxpect this. 


It might be well for you at once to lot this bo known in propcr quarters 
through appropriato ch-nnols,. We hope you may rocoivo our roply this eftornoon. 
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R1 Esch. 208 
Excerpts Zrom I Suy CI 


Ihe Britisch Wer Blue Book 


(Miscellaneous number 9 (1939) 


Numbor 82, pazes 180/181 


on to Viscount E-lifex (rocoivoà 1 P.M.) 
Berlin, August 30, 1989 


was conveyed to tho Mi mer or Tor Forcign Affeirs at 4 A.M. 
ad made similar obsorvati err Hitlor yesterday ovoning, 
one cculd fly from Wer reew to Borlin in ono end a helf hours. 


210 


بح ج "e‏ 


message this mornins tClophone to State Socrotery, 
y beon convoyed to Hor Hitlcor. Ho addod thet somothin 
n as possible. 


I still rocommend thet the Polish Government should sw^llow 


wy 


elcoventh-hour offcrt to establish direst contact with Herr Hitler, oven 


bo only to convince tho world hat thoy wore propared to meko their own 
rom 

is cetornined to £schi^ve his ends de 80-02110600 peaceful f-ir 

but by force if ho cannot Much, of co 


131 
Cllr COL 


for prosorvstion of poeco, ono can only conclude from tho Gormen roply 


en reforred to in tho lest peregreph of the Gorman roply. 
tholo: i i „lowed to continuo 1 o the 


ithor, ve Eo Fugi ory 
vaere m course egein 
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ZExcerpts from 1 


The British War Bluo Book 


(Miscellenoous number 9 (1939) 


Number 88, pages 183/184 


6. Viscount E-lifex to Sir iî. Hondorson (Berlin). 
(Tolegrephic.) Forcie Office, August 30, 1939, 6 * 50 P.M, 


Wo undorstend that Gorman Government are insisting that a Polish 
reprosontative with full powors must come to Berlin to receive Gorman vroposels, 


2. Wo cannot adv Polish Govornmont to comply with this procoduro, 


se 
which is wholly unroesonsblo. 


3. Could you not suggest to Gerren Govornmont that thoy adopt tho normal 
procedure, when their proposals aro ready, of inviting Polish Anbessedor to call 
end handing »roposels to imn for transmission to Warsaw end inviting suggestions 
&S to conduci c? nogoti-tions. 


4. Gervan Gov ` vo beon good enough to promise thoy will 
communicate wruposeis elso to Hi: Mejosty's Govornnont. If latter think thoy 
can bo countod on to do tho 20 llitate negotiations. 


—————À — — —‏ —— —— ی منت تا م 
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Excerpts from مب‎ d 


Tho BritishnWex Blue Book 


(Miscollencous number و‎ (1939) 


lumber 89, ° 


7. Reply of His Majesty's Government tco tho German Chancellor's Communication 
of August 29, 1959, This reply wes h=.nded be Sir N. Hondorson to Herr vom 
Livbentrop at Midnight on August 30, 19:9. 


His Majosty's Government eppreciete the friendly referonce in tho 
Doeler-tion conteinod in the roply of tho Gorman Govornmont to tho latter's desiro 
for 2n Anglo-Gorren undorstending and to thoir statement of the influence which 
this considoration has exercised upon their policy. 


2۰ His Majesty's Government repomt that they rociproceto tho Gormen Governs 
montis desire for improved relations, but it will be rocognised thet thoy could 
not s-.crifice tho intorsts of other frionds in order to obtein that improvomont, 
They fully understand thet tho Gormen Government cannot s-crifico Gorneny!s vitel 
ره زو‎ but ik Polish Government ere in tho seme position and His Majesty's 
Govornz.ent boliovo that the vital intorosts of the two countrios are not incempati 


3. His Majesty's Govornment note that the Gorman Governmont accept the 
British proposal end are prepered to enter into diroct discussions with the Polish 
Governriont. 


4. His M-josty!s Governmont understend that tho German Government accopt 
in principle tho condition that sny settlomont should bo mede the subject of an 
intornetionel gu^rentoo. The question of who shall nerticirete in this guarentee, 
Will heva to be dis ESER EUS aer, and af s Majesty s Government hope thet ki: avoid 
assent 
of the U.S.5.R. whoso aN in the p scende: His Majosty! 8 Govern: ont havo 
always assumed. 


5. His Majesty's Govornnent glsó tote that the Gorman Governnont accopt 
the position of the Briti sh Gove ruent as to Poland's vital intarosts.and 
indopendances SES E Ad Jal dg 


6. His Majesty's Government rust rake en oxpross rosorve tion in rogard to 
the stetonont of tho perticuler donends put forward by tho German Governmont in 
en cerlior pessago in their reply. They undorstend thet tho German Govornnont 
arc drawing up propos*ls for & solution. No doubt those aono" fa will bo fully 
exemincd during tho discussion. It can thon bo ee -inod how far thoy are com 
petiblo with tho ossentiel conditions which His M Kiss Bei S Mies ont heveo stetod 
end whichi@ principle tho Gorman Govornmont have oxpressed their willingness to 
&ccopt. 


7. His Mejosty!s Govornmont ere at once informing tho Polish Govornnont 
of tho Gorren indc it roply. Tho rathod of contact and ون‎ teneononte for 
discussions rust obviously be *“grood with ell urgoncy between tho Gorman end 
Polish Govornnents, but in His Majosty's Govornnont!s viow it would bo impracticeab 
to ostablish Gontect so osrly as to-d-y. 
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8. His Mejosty!s Government fully recognise tho need for speed in the 
initietion of discussion, and thoy shere the &pprohonsions of the Chencollor 
aris ing fron tho proximity of two mobilised srmics stencing feco to face. 
Thoy would eccordingly most strongly urge that both parties should undertake 
thet, during tho nogotistions, no arcressive nilit o ry movements will teke 
place., His Majesty's Government fool confident thet thoy could obtein such 
an undertaking from the Polish (iovornmont if the Gorman Govornnont would give 
siniler assurances. 


9, Furthor, Eis Majesty's Government would suggest that a tomporery 
modus vivondi right bo arranged, for Danzig, which might prevent tho occurronce 
of incidonts tonding to ronder German-Polish rol-. tions more aifricult. 
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Excorpts fron CE Sed 
Tho British Yer Bluo Book 


(Miscollenocous number 9 (1939) 


Number 90. 


Viscount Helifex c to 


(Sont to Sir H. Konnard on B Senet 20 e end weld on in the carly morning of August ¢ 


(Teleeraphic.) Tor oign Offico, August 30, 1939. 


My tclogrem to Berlin gives the text of tho roply of His Mzosty!s Govornnent’ 
to the Gornen communication which has boon ropoetod to you. 


2. Plcese communicate it to M. Bock, In doing so, you shoulc point out 
thet, whilst tho first pert of the Gorman Government's ro 
indofonsiblo 2nd risleading presentation of tho Gorman c: he really irport-nt 
part of tho roply consists of Germany's ecco pue of tho 1 for diroct 
discussion, of tho suggestion of tho proposed international guar ’ 
Germany's assertion thet she intonás to ate Poland's vitel intorost 

3. It is porh-ps unnocossery to teko oxcontion at this stego to much bes 
finds pleco in tho German roply, of which His Majesty's Govornnont would bo a 
critical as, they have no doubt, would bo tho Polish Government, but Ais Maj peer 
Governnont have medo en express roservetion in regard to stetomont of tho 
perticular comends put forw-rà in tho Gore. n noto. Tho point that soonod to call 
for immodiate corr ont wes the Gerran donend thet e, Polish roprosontative should 
present hinsclf at Berlin to—-dey. Me Bock will soo tho lino wo took lest night 
on this (soo ry telegram to Borlint:) end the furthor roforonco wo have redo to 
point in our i to Gorren Government's latest com:unice-tion. n Govorn— 
nont arc now drawing up propos#is for a solution, and it will bo in the light 
of thoso, and of othor Ceovolopments, thet the decision «s to future procoduro, 
including plece and conditions of discussion, will hevo to be takone 

4. M. Bock will soo fron tho roply of His Mejosty!s Governmont that tho 
proposal has boon made for a nilitery stendstill ¢uring discussions, to which 
His Majosty's Government eernostly hope thet the Polish Govornnent will havo 
no objections 


5. His Mejesty's Gowornnont would bo glad to havo the views of the Polish 

hee B urgontly. In viow of the fact that the Polish Govornnont havo 

uthorised His Majesty's Governmont to sey that they ero prepared to enter into 
ists discussions with the German Government, Eis Majesty's Govornzort hopo that 
provided method and gonorel arrangement for discussions cen bo satisfactorily 
agreed. Polish Government will be prepared to do so without delay. Vo regard 
it as most inport^nt from the point of view of the intornel situation in Gorpmany 
end of world opinion that, so long as the Germen Governnent profess 8 
ready to nogotiatc, no opportunity should be given thom for pl^cing tho blamo 
for a conflict on Poland. 


6. You should, of course, emphasise that His Mejosty's Govornmont havo 
made it quito cloar to Herr Hitlor thet thoy are irrovocebly dotorminod to 
implement their obligetions without rosorvo. On this poirt thoro is no nisunders- 
tending in Borlin. The position of the Polish Govornmont is vory difforont 
fron that which thoy occupied lest Merch, since it is now supported both by 
direct British guarantee snd promise of British participation in 0 of 
eny settlomont reached on bases wo have indiceted, snd the conversations would 
be c&rriod on against this beckzroundc, 
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Sir Henderson to Viscount Helifex (received 9.30 A.ii, august 31) 
(Zelcerep ric, ) Berlin, August 30, 1939 


I told Herr wen RIBBENTRO? this evening thet His liejesty's Govern- 
nent found 1t difficult to >avise Folish Government to accept procedure 
edumbreted in Gernea reply, ari suggested thet he should adopt nornel 
Contact, i.e. ,that when Gerne 1 proposals were reedy to invite Polish 
Anbasseadcr to cell and to hend hin proposals for transmission to his 
Governnent with a view to immediate o ening of negotiations, I added 
thet if basis efforéed prospect of sebtlencnt His Majesty's Government 
could be cr untod upcp to do their best in versew to temporize negotia~ 
tions, 

von Ribbent-op's reply wes to produce a lengthy docunent 
whteh he road out ır Cermea sbeut at top sped. Inegininz thet he would 
eventually hend i- te me J did not etterpt to follow too closely the 
sixtecn or nore »vtictes which it e-ntained. Though I cennct therefore 
guerantee accurecy ths nan 
nany; southern beunte:y o° Cor~ido ( 1€ nwordor, Greudenz, 
ph -biscite 
Joiugry, 1919, absolute 
national commission of J:itish, French, Italien end 
polico tho dor and guarentee reciproc-l 
plebiscite 
purely comm 
+ asked Herr von 
n accordance wivh undertaking in th: men reply of yestorde: 
esserted thet it wes now too lete es Polish representative hed 
in Berlin by midnizht, 
I observed thet to treet metter in this wey 

jt for Polish representative to 

Ltuted, in fact, 

Ssured me yesterdsy. This he denied, seyine thet of en ultine- 
tua wes ficnont of ny ineginetion,. Why then I esked could he not a 
normal procedure end sive ne PY of proposels end 


to cal on hin, just as H rr Hitler had sumoned ne e fow days ago, and 
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hin for eorrunicetion to Polish Government? In the nost 

violent terns Herr von Ribbentrop sad thet he would never eEk the 
Ambassador to visit hin. He Hinted thet if Polish Ambessador asked hin 
interview it night be different. I seid thet I would neturelly inforn r 
Governnent so at once, Whereupon he said while those were 
views he would bring ell thet I hed said to Herr Hitler's notice. It wes 
for Chencellor to decides 

5. We perted on thet note, but I must tell you thet Horr vcn 
Ribbentrop's whole demesnour during en unplessent interview wes eping 
Horr Hitler set his worst. He inveighed incidentally against Polish 
mnébiliz=tion, but I retorted thet it wes herdly surprising since Germany 


izes I Ei tle inse head ednittod to me yesterde 
hed elso mobilizea es Herr Hitler himself hed edmitted to me ye eye 
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Excorpts from 
Tho British War Blue Book 


(Miscellaneous number 9 (1939) 


Wimber 94 


10. Viscount Halifax to Sir E. Kennard (Wersaw). 
(Telegraphic). Foreign Offico, August 31, 1939, 12 noon. 


You should concert with your French colleague in suggesting to Polish 
Government that they should now meke known to tho German Governnent, 
preferably direct, but if not, through us, that thoy have been nede aware 
of our last reply to Germen Government , and that they confirm their acceptance 
of the principle of direct discussions. 


French Government fear that German Govenrnent might take advantage of silence 
on part of Polish Government. 
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Excerpts from 
The British Wer Dlue Book 


(iiscellene^us number و‎ 1939) 


ll. Number 95. pege 161 

Viscount Helifex to Sir H, KENVARD (Warsaw), 

(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, August 31, 1939, 
Berlin telegren cf 20th Aucust.* 


1 = 45 P.M. 


Flease et one infcrn Polish Government end edv 


fact thet they heve accepted principle of direct 


instruct Polish Ambassador in Berlin to ay 


ocr 


letter have any prop gels, he is ready t^ 


so thet they may at one consider 


discussions, 


to 


transnit then to 


and meke sugges tion 
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Sir E, Konnard to Viscount Halifax (rocoivoà 7 * 15 P.M.) 
(Tologr-phic. ) Warsaw, Aucust Sl, 1939. 
My tologrem of Zlst August,” 


Me Beck has just handed me in writing Polish roply to my dcmarcho 
lest night: translation is in my imnodietely following tolezran.* Ho particularly 
asked that it should bo trostod as most confidential. 3 


2. I asked M, Bock what stops ho proposod to tako in ordor to osteblish 
contact with tho Gorman Govornnonte Ho said he would now instruct M, Lipski 
to sook an intorviow oithor with tho Minister for Foroign Affairs or Stato 
Socrotery in order to 8F y Poland had &ccoptod British proposals. I urged hin 
to do this without delay, 

Se I then asked hin whet attitude Polish Anbassedor* would adopt if 
Horr von Ribbontrop or whoever ho saw hendod him tho German proposels. Ho و‎ 
that M.Lipski would not be &uthcrisod to accopt such a àocunont as, in viow of 
pest oxporionco, it might be accompaniod by some sort of ultimatum. In his viow 
it was ossontial that contact should bo mace in tho first instanco, and thet 
thon details should be discussed as to wheoro, with whon, end on what basis 
negotiations should be commenced, 


4. As و‎ Danzig ho p^intod out that tho situation thoro WAS 
becoming oxtronoly sorious. Polish officiels wore boing errosted, railway 
traffic wes susponiod, and ho throught it ossontial the 
bo taken to socuro a modus vivondi as a rosult of which those arrostod would 
bo rodoased and railwey traffic would bo rosunoc. Eo suggested X. Burckhardt 
might bo ablo to effect this. 


9. Ho confirmed that no othor sorious incidents had occurred, but stated 
that ho foarod that in connexion with any nosotistions ho would havo to appeal 
to the intervention of His Mr josty's,Govornnont. 


6. Ho added that 1f invitod to &o to Berlin ho would of course not go, 
as he hed no intention of be ng tre=tod like President Hacha. 


———À —— 


» No. 98. Wise., the nignt of August 30/21. & Noe 79. 
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Excorpts from 


Tho British Wer Blvo Book 


(Miscollenoous number و‎ (1939) 


Nunber 97 


Sir H. Kennard to Viscount Halifex (received 6 ۰ 30 P.M.) 

(Tolosraphiz). Warsaw 31, 1939. 

Following is toxt of Poland's reply cated Slat August, 19393. 

" (1) Polish Government confirm thoir readinoas which has proviously 

beon ozprossod for = dg 2ct exchange of viows with tho Gorman 
Governnent on the basis proposed by British Govornmont and 
communtested to mo by Lord Helif- x's tolo ‘rem of 28th August 
addressed to tho British Ambe ssacdor, Warsaw,” 


t ero also propared on a reciprocal basis to ive 
a formal cuarentec that in tho event of negotiations taking place 
Polish troops will not vio ^to tho frontiors of tho Gorman Reich 
provided a corrospondin- “uArantes is sivon ro ercing non-violati on 
of frontiers oi Polend by troops of tho German Reich. 


In the presont situation it is also essentiel to eroate a simplo 
provisional modus vivendi in the Froo City of Denzig. 


As rezerds the suggestions communicstod to Polish Gov ornmont on 28th 
Aucust through tho intermodis ry of tho British Ambassador at Warsew, 
^n explanation of what the British Governmont understands by intorna- 
tional euarantcoo would bo required in regard to relations botwoon 
Oland end the Germen Reich. In cofsult of en enswor to this 
funóanontel question tho Pol’ sh Government aro oblized complotoly 

to reserve their attitudo towards this mattor until such time as 
full explanations aro recoivad, 


Polish Govornmont oxpross hope thet in the evont of convorsstions 
with tho German Reich being init iated, thoy will continuo to bo able 
to tako adwantavo of good officos of His وا نبا وه زج(‎ Governmont." 





OM 


H0789-0065 


Ri Esch.208 


+ ۲ + ۸ 


Excerpts from 
—Iho British Wer Blue Bock 
(Misecollenoous number 9 (1929) 
Number 98 


Messago which was cormunicstod to H.M. Ambassador in Borlin by tho State 
Socrotery on August 31, 1939, at 9 * 15 P.M, 


J 


His Mejosty's Govornmont infsrmod tho German Govornmont, in s noto datod 
tho 28th August, 1939,* of thoir reecinoss to offer thoir modietion towards 
direct negotiations botwoon Gormany sni Poland ovor tho probloms in disputo. 
In so doing thoy mde it ebunil^ntly cloar that thoy, too, wore ewaro of the 
urcent noo? for provress in viow of tho continuous inecidonts anû tho conor=1 
Europoen tension. In à roply dato tho 29th Aucust’, tho Gorman Govornnont و‎ 
in spito of boing scopticsl as to tho desiro of tho Polish Government to como 
to *n understanding, declared thomsolveas ready in the intorosts of poace to 
eccopt tho British meCieiton or sugeestion. Aftor c msidering all tho 
circunst*neos provailing £t the tino, they considered it necessary in their 
note to point out that, if the d-neor of & catartrophe was to be avoided, then 
ection must bo taken ro=dily end without deley. In this senso thoy 7 
thensolves roady to rocoivo a porsonazo appointoàd by tho Polish Government 
up to the ovening of tho 30th Aucust, with tho proviso that tho lattor was, in 
fect, ompowored not only to discuss bui to conduct en conclude negotistions. 


Further yj the Forman Governmont pointed out that they folt ablo to make tho 
basic points rogercine tho offer of =n understanding available to the British 
Government by tho time tho Polish nocotictor arrivoc in Borlin. 


Instoed of a stetoront regerding tho arrival of an suthorisod Polish 
porsoneco, tho first »nswor the Government of tho Reich rocoivoà to their 
readiness for an understanding was tho nows of tho Polish mobilisation, ena 
only towards 12 o'clock on the nicht of the 30th August, 1939 did thoy reccive 
a, somowhet foneral sssuranco of British roadinoss to help towards tho 
commencoment of nogotietions. 


Although the fact that tho Polish nogotistor oxpoctod by tho Govornnont 
of the Reich did not arrive removed the necessary condition for infornineg His 
Majosty!s Govornmont of tho viows of tho Corman Govornmont as regards possible 
besos of nogotietion, sinco His M^josty!s Govornmont thomselvos hed plosdet for 
ciroct nogotistions betwoon Gormeny eri Polend, tho Gorman Ministor for For eign 
Affairs, Horr von Ribbontrop, gave tho British Ambassador on tho ocersion of 
tho prosentetion of tho lest British note prociso information as to tho text of 

ne Yoman proposals which would be rom rded as a besis of nogotiation in the 
event of the arrival of tho Polish plonipoSontiery. 


The Government of the Gorman Reich considored thonsolvos ontitlod to clair 
that in those circuestancos a Polish porson^go would imnodistoly bo nomina tod, 
at any rato rotrosetivoly. 


" No ۰ 74. Eu No * 
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For the Reich Government cannot be expected for their vart continually 
not only to emohasise their willinesness to start negotiations, but actual? 
to be ready to do so, while being from the Polish eds norely’ tut off with 
empty suttorfuzos and meaningless declarations. 


1 ES 
It h-s once more been made clear as a result of a dem=rche which has 
meanwhile been made by the Polish ambassador that the latter himself has no 
Vlenary vowers either to enter into any discussion, or even to negoticte. 


The Fuehrer and the German Government heve thve waited two 
for the arrival of a Pclish nezotiater with vlenary Powers. 


ernment regard their 9rooosels 
eg having this tim me ‘too book to al inte: nts and pur^oses rejected, although 
they considered that these oro»osels, in the m in which they were made 
known to the Rritsh Government also, were more then loyal, fiir and practicable, 


Government consider it timely to inform the oublic of th 
gotation which were communic:ted to the British Ambassador 
Minister for Toreign Affairs, herr von ait'entroo, 


The situation i ۰ be Wen on the German R 
moment of such a 6 hat any further incicent can lead to an oxolosion on 
vao Part of the mili ary forces which hve ts ۱ heir 683 01058 on both 
sicos. Any pe:coful solution must be franca i uch & way as to ensure that the 
events whichlie at the roat of thi tustion ca Deated on the next 
j and that thus no ily tho Ea ou o, but also other 
shell not bo brovzht to such & to ansi or The causes of 


he se Drovosals, the Reich Government are, thorefors, 
Finding 2 12s ting so'ution which will remove tho i 
lineation, which may assure to 
tall y مرن و‎ aes f comunic: tion, which may-as fer as 
ble-remove the mi 7 problem and, in so far as this is no 
he minorities th ance of a tolerable future by means 
guarantee of thei h 


1 Government ere content thet in so سي‎ it is essential that 
ional damage done since 1918 should be excused and repaired 
in ike antairety. They, of course, regard this obligatio on as being binding for 
both oartiss. 


These considerations lead to tho following prectical vrooosalsi- 


(1) The 20 City of Danzig shall return to the German Reich in view 
of its purely men character, as well as of tho unanimous will of its 
population; 

(2) The territory of the so-called Corridor which extends fron tho 
Baltic Sea to tho lino M E دج وک‎ DU ds batted (inclusive) end 
thence may run in a west erly direction e, shall itself decide 
28 to whether it shellb tolong to Germany or "Poland; 

(3) For this purpose a plebiscite shell take phace in this territory, 
The following shall be entitled to vote: all Germans who were either 
Comicilod in this tor-itory on the lst January, 1918, or who by that date 
have bon born thoro, and similarly of Piles, Zeshubes, &c., domiciled in 
this territory on the above day (the lst January, 1918) or born there up to 
that date. The Gormens who have been driven from this territory shall 
return to it in order to exercise their vote with 2 view to ens suring a 
objective plobiscito, and also with & view to ensuring the tensive 
preperation necessery therefor. above territory shell, as in tho case 
of tho Sear territory, be placed under tho su»orvision. 
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rmod inmo?i-toly, on which shell bo 
tsly, tho Soviot Union, France and Englend , 
exorcise ۶11 tho rights of sovoreignty in this torritory. 
With this ond in vlow, tho torritory shell be evacuated. within e period of tho 
utmost brovity, still to bo ^Ccrood upon, by tho Polish armod forcos, tho Polish 
polico, end tho Folish authorities: 


(4)Tho Polish port of Gdynia, which funirnontelly constitutos Polish 
sovoroion torritory so rg it is confinod torritorie?ly to tho Polish 
sottlomont, shell bo oxeluóod from tho &bovo torritory. Tho oxegó frontiors 
of this Polish port should bo dotorminod between Gormeny and Poland, and, if 
nocossary, delimited by an intornetionel committoo of arbitrations 


(5) With e view to assuring tho necessary timo for tho oxocution of tho 
oxtonsivo work involvod in tho carrying out of a just plebiscite, this 
plobiscito shell not tako pleco boforo tho oxpiry of twolvo months; 


(6)In order to cueranteo unrostrictod 
Best Prussia - betwoon Foland 
reilwe 


(7) Tho quostion as to tho perty to which tho aroa bolonzs is to bo ۵ 
by simplo majority of tho votos rocordoeds 


(8) In ordor to merentce to Gormany froe cormunicstion with hor provinco 
of D^nzig-E-st, Prussia, and to Poland her connoxion with tho sor, aftor tho 
oxoeution of tho plobiscito-rocer?/ loss of tho rosults thoroofsGarrany shall, 
in the ovont of tho plobiscito eros coin; to Poland, rocoivo an oxtre-torritorieal 
traffic zono, approximetoly in © line from Zuotow to Denzir or Dirscheu, in 
which to lay down an ^?utobehn end a detrack reilwey line. Tho roed ane tho 
railway shall bo go constructod thet tho Polish linos of communication ero not 
affoctod, 1.o0., they shell pass oithor ovor or under tho lettor. Tho broecth 
of this zono shell bo fixed at 1 kilomotro, and it is to bo German sovoroign 
torritory, Should tho plobiseito be favourablo to Gormeny, Poland is to obtain 
rights, analogous to thoso ^coorido? to Germany, to a similar oxtra-torritorial 
co^munie^tion by road end railwey for the purpose of froo and unrostrictod 
communic=tionswith hor port of Gaiynie: 


(9) In tho ovont of tho Corridor roturning to tho German Roich, tho latter 
declaros its risht to Proceed to en oxchengo of population with Polend to tho 
oxtont to which tho naturo of tho Corridor londs itsolf thorotos 


(10) Any spocisl risht ^osired by Poland in tho port of Denzig would bo 
nocoti^stol on a besis of torritory arainst similar rights to bo granted to 
Gorneny in tho port of Gy?^nis: 


(11) In order to romovo eny foolin: in this aroa thet oithor side was 
being th on onod, Danzig and Gdtnia would have the charactor of oxclusively 
norcentilo towns, thet is to say, without milit ry installations and military 
fortifications; 


(12) Tho poninsule of Hela, which £s a rosult of tho plobiscite nicht 
60 oithor to Foland or € Gorneny, would in oithor caso havo similarly to bo 
doniliteris od? 


(13) Sinee tho Govornnont of tho Gorman Reich has tho most vohoment 
compleints to make egainst tho Polish troetmont of mincritios, and sinco tho 
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Folish Govornmont for thoir pert fool obliged to meko complsints aceinst 
Gorm=ny, both parties Coclero their £.roonont to have these complaints laid 
before en international ccormittee of enquiry, whose task woul’ be to oxamine 
ell compleinta as regards economic or physicel damage, an’ any othor acts of 
terrorism, Germany an Poland uncerteke to make zoo ocononic or other denage 
fone to minorities on either side since tho yoer 1918, or to cancel oxproprieti 
as tho case may De, or to provide complete compensation to the persons effected 
for this anc eny other oncroschnents on thoir economic life; 


(14) In order to free the Germans who mey bo left in roland and tho roles 
who rey bo loft in Germany fron tho feeling of being outlawed by eil nations, 
anc, in orfer to rondor them secure against being celled upon to perform 
action or to render services incorpetiblo with their netionel sontinents, 
Germany 2nd Poland agree to guarentee the ri/hts of both rinobitios by means 
of the most comprehensive an binding esreenent, in order-.to cusrentce to these 
minorities tho preservation, the free Coevelopment and practical spplication 
of thoir nationality (Volkstum), and in particuler to permit for this purpose 
such orcenisetion as they mey consicer necessary. Both pertios uncertake 
not to gall upon members of the minority for militery service; 


(15) In the ovont of agreement on the basis of thoso propos-ls, Gornmeny 
enc. =oland Coclere themselves ready to Cocree and to carry out tho imedieto 
Cemovilisetion of thoir =rmed forces; 


(16) The further ncesures ۸۵6 58 552 2۳7 for the moro repid execution of the 


shove arrenzoment shell be asreod upon by both Germany anc Foland conjointly. 
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The Sritish War 31ue Book 


(Mascollenoous number 9 (1939 


Number 100 


Viscount Z2lifex to Sir I. Kennara (Wersew). 
(Wateceasht a, ) Foroicn Office, Sontenvor l, 19 
Your’ telecrams of 31st Aurust*: 


lse I er slad to learn that rolish Anmbessador at Borlin is being instruct 
to osteblish.eontect with Gorman Government. 


^arae as to the necessity for Ciscussing 6ot-11o2 arrenconent 
nocotistions and as to the undesir=bility of a visit by M. Beck to 


er tho other hand, I 2۵ not see why the Polish Governnent should 
ORARE authorising Polish Ambass-dor to accent = document fron 
Pad I rper Eua = head may bo able to modify 
no mention of any ultira tu 
urnished to us, and the 
the hence for the ی‎ êdê of > Polish plenipotontiery at 
30th August smounted to an ultimatum wes vigorously repudi-ted by Her 
von Rippentrop in conversation with Jis Majesty's Ambassador. If the document 
Cià contain en ultimatum, the Folish Governnont would ne wturelly refuse to 
Giscuss it until the ultimatum was withürezwn. On the otier hend, & rofusel by 
them to receive propos ls would bo cr vely misuncerstood by outside opinion. 


“Se I should heve thoucht thet the Folish Arbassedor could su sly be 
instructed to receivo and transmit = document snd to se y (&) 1f it conteine 
anything liko en ultimatum, that ho anticipated thet the Polish Govornment 
would corte inly be uneble to discuss on such » be end (5) that, in any 
ease, in the view of tha Folish Gov rna ent, cucstions as to the venue of the 
necotietions, the basis on which they should ? 1 end ths persons to take 
pert in thom, must be discussed and decided 


5. If noa-:otietions sz ; His Mejesty!s Government wil 

be ready, if dosirod, their power to 
a just sottloment. 

6. As ۳2۳۵۵ an inte tional guarantee, this 
be fully discussed. et E i rhe Govornrent rad in mind cf the ۰ 
and presser oheprvance cf an oranti reached, 

7. ds rogerds Danzig, wo fully share tho viow of M. Beck ss to the 
importenco of esteblishin- some modus vivondi. Wo have slrosdy medo a 
sussestion in this sense to tho Germen Covornront end will in the Licht of 
peracreph < of your telecram of Slet Auzust do so again. If German Govornnont 


acree, I will at once erproech M. Burckhardt. 


8. Flosase speal to M. Bock immo wely in the > 


* Nos. 98 and 97. 
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&xcerpts from 


The British Wər Blue Book 


(Miscellaneous number 9 (1939) 


Number 101 


Sir f. Kennard to Viscount Malifeax (d=ted 7 * 43 P.M. Sontember 1 end 
received 2 AM, Seztember 2). 
(Toleerephic). Warsew, Septemhor l, 1929. 


د 


Your telegram of lst Septenber* wes decyrhorod at 4 A.M. to-day. 


5 


Se M. Lipski hee Alroedy called on the German Foreign Minister et 


6 ° 30 F.M. yesterday. In viow of this fact, which was followed by 
invasion of Polend at darm to-day, it was cleerly usoloss for ro to take 


the action sugzested 


* No, 160, 


SO MÀ = — rae ocen وت‎ nom €  —( 
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Ixcerpts fron Fy 1 


The British Wer Blue Book 


(Miscellaneous number و‎ (1929) 
uber 102 


Sir N. Henderson to Viscount Halifax (receive Septomber 1). 
Tolecrcphic.) Berlin, August Zl, 


followin is translation sey text of communication hended by Polish Ambassado: 
to Gormen Ministor for For Affe this evening:— 


" Du AE ; e courso of eR the rolish Government reecived fron 
the British C ent news M pudor ze of infornetion with the Gorman 
Government re; ae the pos ' of direct discussion between the 
Government of the Reich end ish Government. tape 


favour: bly tho : nent 's 
yeraunic heat to them in the 
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axcerpts from 
The British War Bluo Book 


(Miscellaneous number و‎ (1939) 


Number 105 


Speech by the Prine Minister in the House of Commons on September 1, 1939 


The Prine Minister (Mr.Chemberl=in): I do not propose to say meny words 
tonights The time has come when ection rather then specch is required, 
Bight cen months azo in this House I preyed thet the rosponsibdility might not 
fell upon ro to ask this country to accopt the awful erbitrerort of war. 

I fear that I ray not be able to avoid thet responsibility. Sut, 2t eny rate, 
I cannot wish for conditions in which such a burden should fall upon me in 
which I should fool cloeror then I today as to where ny duty lios. No men ce 
say that the Government could have done more to try to kesp open the way for c 
honourable end equitable settlomont of the dispute between Gormany end Poland, 
Nor have we neglected any means of making it crystel closer to the German 
Government that if they insisted on using force azain in tho mennor in which 
they had used it in the past wo were rosólvod to oppose them by forco. Now 
that s11 the relevant documents ere being made public we shell stand at the 
bar of history knowing that the responsibility for this terrible catastrophe 
lios on the shouldérssof one men-tho Germen Chencellor, who has not hesitated 
^» to plunge tho world in$o misery in order to serve his own senseless ambitions, 


I would @ike to thank the House for the forbearance, which they have 
shown on two recent occasions in not demanding from me information which 
they recognised I could not give while these negotiations wore still in 
progress. I have now had all the correspondence with the Germen Government 
put into the form of a White Peper. On account cf mechanical difficulties I 
am afraid there are stili but a few copies available, but I understand thet 
they will be coming in in relays while the House is sitting. I do not think 
it is necossery for me to refer in deteil now to those documents, which are 
elready past history. They make it perfectly clear that our object has been 
to try end bring about discussion of the rolish-Gorren dispute between the tw 
countries themselves on terms of equality, tho seitiement to be one which 
safeguarded the independence of Pol=nd end of which the due observance would 
be secured by international guerentoes. Whore is just one passage from a 
recent communication, which wes detec the 30th August, which I should like 
to quote, because it shows how easily the final clesh micht have beon avoided 
had there beon the lest desire on the part of the German Government to arriv. 
ata peaceful settlement. In this document we seid 


" His Me. josty's Government fully recoznise the necd for speed in the 


initiation of 0: -cussions end they share tho spprchansions of the Chancellor 
arising from the proximity of two mobilised armies standing face to face. 
They would accordingly most Strongly; urge that both parties should underteke 
erm during the negotiations no Agerossivo militery movements should take 
place. 





De is WR wea - * res A= 
His Mejosty!s Government feel eonfident that they could obtain such 
en undertaking from the Polish Government if tho German Government 
woulc give similar assurances." EPOD 6 2 ۱ 
oy EC 
That telecram, which was repeated to Poland, brought an instsntancous reply 
fron the Polish Government, deted tho Zlst Aucust in which "thoy s-id:- 


" Tho Polish Govornment are elso prepared on a reciprocal tesis to 
givo a formal guarantee in the event of negotiations taking plece 
that Polish troops will not violate the frontiers of the Gorman Reich 
provi 108 e, corresponding guarantee is given regarding tho non-viol-.tion 
of the frontiers cf Poland by troops of the German Roich.! 


To never had any reply from the German Government to that suggestion, ono whick 
if it had beon followed, night have saved tho c^testropho which took place 
this morning. In the Gorman broadcast lest night, which recited tho 15 points 
of tho proposals which they have put forward, there occiWed this sentonce:— 


۲ In these cicunst^ncos the Reich Government considers its proposals 
rejected." 


I must exe-tine that statement. I must toll the House what ere tho circumstance 
To bogin with let no sey that the text of those proposals has nover been 
comunicato by Sermesny to Poland at all. و‎ mattor is this. 
Mi 
necietoly 
P proposals for a solution acceptable to themsclves and 
" will.if possiblo, place these at the Gisvosel of the British 

Govornnont before the arrival of the Polish nogotistor.! 

socn by examination of the White Papor thes tho Cermen Gov: 
had statod that they counted upon the arrival of a 
Polend in Berlin on tho 20th, that is to say, on t 

nt..10, of course, g Dro? 

our Anba.sedor saw Herr von Ribbentrop, the 
upon the lattor thet when these 72701399-1 8 
about vhorm-he should invite the Polish Anbs 
propos 18 for trensmission to his Governnen: 
in tho moss violent torns Í Ribbo 
Ambassador t^ visit hin He hi that 
for en inte: view it 


(lv 


T.e House 1 o ti } as on Wednesday night, which, according 
so the Gorman «tatemers o est ight, is now claimed to be tho fin-l dete 
after which no necotiz.cion wi i} end was acceènta di. it is plein, therefore. 


taat Germany el-i-s t reat Poland as in t wrong because she hs not by 
Wednesday night دی روبجم‎ ) Scussion wit erran : | @ sot of propos- 1s 
of which sho hed never 
Now whet of owe vac? 1 Wednesday nisht. at the interview to 
I have just referred, Zorr voa Ri?» 3 a8. e lengthy document 
} he rag cct in Gorman. aloud, at top spac, ,هراجا‎ afir this 
reacing our Amlasseaedi _ ‘or » Copy o" the Gocuzont, twi. the reply we. 
it was now too ls z t Polish ronriscntetivse à not arrived ia 1 
i ot those proposals, and tho 
first boa 1 IC )ez-W4s On the bi inst night. Well 
Sir, those aro the ol زار‎ ences in which tho Gorme Ov orn sid that they 
would cone : Proposez] were rejected. 15 
concepticn of e nocoi32tion wes thet on almos! 
plenipotentiary shoul & ythors had u 
should thers receive = و‎ „tonan f demends tu bo accepted in 
refucod? I am not pronouncing any opinion upon tho te:ms thomseives, 
not fool ceilec upon to do so. Tho proper courso, in cur viu-in tho viow of 
all of us-was thet theso proposals should he vo beon Lut boforo tho Polos, who 
should h:.ve boen giver. Lime to consider them and to say whether, in thoir opini 
they did or dia not infringes those vital interests of Tolend which Gormen 
had assured us on & 971 عنتا۵‎ occasion sho intoncod to respect. 
— 255 ~ 
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Only lest night tho Polish Amt ssador did so» the Gorman Foreign. 
Secretary, Horr von Ribbentrop. Once again ho oxprosso! to hin what, indeed و‎ 
tho Polish Government had elresdy seid publicly, the they were willing vo 
negotiate with Germany about their disputes on en cecil v'sis. What was tae 
reply of tho Gormen Government? The reply was thet without snothor word the 
German troops crossed the Polish. frontier this morning at dawn and aro since 
reported to be bombing open towns. (An Eon. Member} "Ges?") In ths 
circunst neces there is only one course open to us. His Majesty's pees 
in Borlin end tho French Ambassador have been instruciol to hend to tho Gorman 
Government tho following docuaent:- 


۱ Eerly this morning tho Gerran Chancellor issued : procl^z^ ion the 
German Army which indicated ciosrly that ho wes about to attack Polend. 
Information which hee reached Eis Mejosty's Government in the United. kingdom ean 
the French Government indicates shat German trocps havc crossed the Polish. 
frontier and that attacks upon Polish towns ere prose-ding. In these circumste 
it appe=rs to the Government of the United Kingdom and Feenee that by thoir 
action the Germen Goverment have crested conditions, nemely, en agerossive act 
of forco against Poland threatening tho independenes 03 Polandm which cell for 
tho implemontesion by tho Governmonts of Sho United Kington end Freuse of the 
undort-king to Poland to come to hor Pssisi^noc. s ern 1 E00züingly vo infom 
your Hxeollency thet unless tho German Govornn-nt are. »roperod to give His 
Mejosty's Govornnont setisfactory ascurencos that the Uocsen Govornmont 

hive suspended £11 aggressive action ageinst Polend an. ar? prepared 
proz; ly to wivhirew thoir froces from Poli:s^ tercitory, His Majesty و۱‎ Govern- 
mont in tho United Kingdom will withows hotistio" fulfil their obligations to 
Poland." 

(An hom, estore ^" Tims limit?’ )o i? a yorar to Sis Jast WARE se 

unfa ar gk ana Y do arc GBuceret Dee It u لبط‎ to he citexvins, Hae 
ونان نو[‎ 's Anbessador 33 sanstructed vu ask foc hig pass o0c6s,. Tn ۵۸۰ GES 

we are get Yostordey, wo took fu.tior stops bowers tae complotion of our 
defensive preparations. This morning we ordered corlote mobllisction of the 
whole of the Royal Navy, Army end Royal Air Fores. Wo have also i^n a number 
of other nossures, Dotu ^. hero end :^roa3. whic’. ıo House WNL n^ perkaps 
expect mo te apscify ir ietaf.: Arie, wey spree the iael | *$2pn in 
eccotréensc With rea Taro, itus. mets ardt sen Hee EXE fevo; cea dg, 
ani we Of mon & uet) us wr Và Be IOS Une. wer Boc? toot esha, 
Steps LATI 2.130 G2 U ZAN unccor tus powvet conve POA Ty che bowie 2435 VOIS 
to seroguaci the position in roverd (5 Stocke of Ccommoc.vi08 of ve.".0us kinds. 


Aovuzhte^ of meu of us mun : bu gent ia 
wid, Gut v9 & OLR ATION o. our yos! 4 N now wira ^ 
TA sole Sane hb 
Wise PE ea “SA oa Ys eru: 
Puis TO w 29»4. WALLIS bashic: 3 

up & inst outils A P Civil Def مور‎ ualer on r 8c5e29 Oi 
As regards the irnodiet: wan-power ro5uireuonts, she Royal Navy 
Royse. Air Forse are in vue fortunat: posit. 5n of having -lmosi as Lacy Moa as 
they con cousonisutliy Lendle a! thie momeut. Where acd, however, cortein 
categories of service in which men are immedintely required, both for Military 
end Civil Defence. These will be amiounced in detail through the Press and th 
B.B.C. Tho main aud roast setisfect. cy point to :دوه‎ ie that thoro is to-da 
no HESE fo sake 55 APP & donoral wey for veo ci such 3 wee SEE 
by ood. Rincuwner 25 ye. Eus hs ppoo^. has 15 fi ipeted cp wasy mont: 
and vis mer are already 


So much for the immediate prosent, Now wo mast look to tho future. It 
is essential in the face of the tremendous task which confronts us, more 
especially in view of our past experiences in this matter, to orgenise our 
ren-powor this time upon es nethodicel, equitable and oconomicel < basis as 
possible. 
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We, therefore, propose immediately to introduce legislation directec 
to that end, 4 Bill will be laid before you which for all practical 
purposes will amount to an expansion of the Military Training act. 
Under its operation all fit men between the ages of 18 and 41 will 
be rendcred liable to military service if and when called upen, It 
is not intended at the outset that any considerable number of men 
other then those alresay licbie shall be called up, and steps will 
be taken to ensure that the man-power eusonticlly required by 


industry shall not be taken away. 


There is one other allusion wich I should like to make 
before 1 end my speech, and that is to record my satisfaction, and 
the satisf<ction of His Majesty's Government, that throughout those 
last dsys of crisis Signor Mussolini also has been doing his best 


to reach a solution, 


It now only remains for us to set our teeth and to enter 
upon this struggle, which we oursclves earnestly endeavoured to 
avoid, with determination to see it through to tho end. We shall 
enter it with a clear corscience, with the support of the Dominions 


and the British impire, and the moral approval of the greater part 


of the world. We have no guerrel with the German people, except 


that they allow themselves to be governed by a Nazi Govermment. 

4s long as that Government exists end pursues the methods it has 

so persistently followed during the last two years, there will 

be no pesce in Europe, Wwe shall merely pass from one crisis to 
enother, and see one country after another attacked by methods whicl 
heve now become familar to us in their sickening technique. We ere 
resolved that these methods must come to an end. If out of the 
struggle we again re-establish in the world the rules of good faith 
and the renunciation of force, why, then even the sacrifices that 


will be entailed upon us will find their fullest justification. 
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Berlin, August 30, 


& certified true copy 


signed: Dr Martin HORN 
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Attorney at law. 
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their vital lines of communication, eliminating as 
possible the problem of the minorities 

this should prove impossible, rendering the fate 
minorities bearable by effectively guaranteeing their 
rights. 

Tie German Government feel convinced that it is 
indispensable that economic and pe aL damage inflicted 
since 1918 should be investigated, cud full compens 

therefore. Cf course, the German Governmer 
obligation os binding upon both parties. 

The above considerations give rise to the follo- 

concrete proposcls: 

l. By reason of its purely German cheracter and 

the unenimous will of its populetion, 


be returned forthwith to 
e Polish Corridor, 


from karienwer- 
Kulm, Bromberg, (including 


4-93 


ana then a westerly direction 


become pe 
or remain with Poland. 
For that purpose, & plebiscite shall be held 
in this territory. All Germans ‘sho were 
miciled in this area on Janucry 1, 1918, or 
who were born there on before that ‘day, and 


also all Poles, Cassubians, etc., who were do- 
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micile in this crea on thet day or who were 


born there on or before the above-mentioned 
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from the White aper Noe2: Documents on the Events preceding the 
outb reak of war 


Noel69 


Announcement by the Polish Broadcasting Station at Warsaw, August 31, 1939 
at ll p.m. 
(Translation) 


The publication of the official German communique today has clearly 

revealed the aims and intentions of German policy. It proves the undiszuised 

ggressive intentions o? Germany towards Poland, The conditions under 
which the Third Reich is prepared to negotiate with Poland ares Danzig 
must imneciately return to the Reich; Pomorze, together with the cities of 
Bromberg and Graudenz, are to be subjected to a plebiscite, for which all 
Germans who icft that territory for any reason whatsoever since the year 
1918 may return; the Polish military forces and the police force shall 
be evacuated from Pomorze; the police force of England, France, Italy 

and the U.S.S.R. will be placed in charge of the territory; the plebiscite 
is to take place after twelve months have elapsed; the territory of the 
Hela Peni.su?3 will also be included in the plebiscite; Gdynia as a 

Polish town is excluded; irrespective of the result of the plebiscite 

an exterritorial road one kilometre wide is to be constructed. o e e > 


Tae German News Agency announces that the time allowed for the 
acceptance of these conditions expired yesterday. Germany has waited in 
vain for a Polish delegate. The answer given was the military orders 
issued by the Polish Government. 


Words can now ho longer veil the aggressive plans of the new Huns. 
Germany is aiming at the domination Europe and is cancelling the rights 
of nations with as yet unprecedented cynicism. This impudent ppoposa 
shows clearly how necessary were the military orders given by tie Polish 
Government e 
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Copy from the White Paper of the Foreign 


Office, 1239, Number 2 


Docunents concerning events preceding 
—————————— — a— M — 


the outbreak of the war 
ی‎ AU Rad dy Cose ا‎ DN RE ا‎ 


Number 1,68 


Official German Communique, August Ada 1939 
at 9 pelle (Tvanslation) 


In a note dated August 28, 1939, addressed to the German Government, 
the British Government declared themselves prepared to offer their services 
as intermediaries in arranging direct negotiations betueen Germany and 
Poland for the settlement of the problems under dispute, In this note they 
left no room for doubt that in view of the continued incidents and the 
general state of tension throughout Europe they also were aware of the 
urgency of such actione 


In spite of their scepticism regarding the willineness of the Polish 
vernment to reach any agreement, the German Government, in a reply dated 
August 29, 1939, declared themselves prepared in the interests of peace to 
c 


accept British intermediation or suggestions, Taking into account all the 
circumstances prevailing at the moment they considered it necessary to point 
out in their reply that, if the danger of catastrophe is to be avoided at 
all, quick and immediate action is indispensable, The German Government 
have therefore declared themselves willing to receive a delegate appointed 
by the Polish Goverment by the evening of August 30, 1939, provided that 
this delegate should be invested with full power not only to take part in 
discussions but to negotiate and to make a final decision. 


The German Government have further expressed the hope that they 
would be able to submit to the British Government the gist of the proposed 
agreement before the arrival of the Polish Delegate in Berlin, 


Instead of a declaration regarding the arrival of an authorized 
Polish representative the German Government, in reply to their readiness to 
negotiate, received firstly the news of the Polish mobilizat: on, and it was 
only towards midnight on August 30, 1939, that they received the assurance 
by Britain, couched in more general terms, that she would use her influence 
to arrange for the opening of negotiations. 


Owing to the non-arrival of the Polish delegato who was oxpected by 
the German Government, there no longer existed the primary condition for 
informing the British Government, who nad themselves recommended direct 
negotiations between Gernany and Poland, of the position taken by the Reich 
as to the basis for such negotiations. Nevertheless, Foreign Minister von 
Ribbentrop acquainted the British Ambassador, when the latter handed over the 
last British note, with the exact worc ing of the German proposals as prepared 
for the expected arrival of the Polish peenipotentiary, 


Under these circumstances the German Government considered that they 
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hac every right to expect that, at least subsequently to this, the nomination 
of a Polish delegate would immediately take place. It was clearly too much 
to expect of the German Government that they should continue not only to 
reiterate their willingness to enter upon such negotiations, but even to sit 
and wait and allow themselves to be put off by the Folish side with feeble 
subterfuges and empty declarations, 


In the meantime a demarche by the Polish Ambassador has again shown 
that not even he is authorized to enter upon any discussion whatsoever, 
much less to negotiates 

Thus the Fuehrer and the German Government have now waited for tio 
days in vain ior the arrival of an authorized Polish delegate, 


Undei these circumstances the German Government cannot but regard 
their pmso»osals as having been once more virtually rejected, although they 
are of the opinion that in the form in which they were also communicated to 
the British & vernrent, they were formulated in a spirit of more than 


goodwill anu fairness, and could have been ace epted, 


The Government of the Reich consider it appropriate to inform the 
public of the proposed basis for negotiation ag communicated to the British 
^ ba: sadir by Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop. 
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the unintentional love for the truth of the "Daily Telegraph" by confi 

of che entire cvorinj;-edition anc by persuading the cditorinl Staff, 
publish a sccond late ecitions in which the report about tho mocting o: 
Cabinet, did not contain the sontoneó about the Polish soncral mobiliza 
after the receipt of tho Gorman su;rcstion, which sentence was 

to the British Government. But the Foreign Office could not prevent the 
first clitions of tho "Daily Tele graph" containing the report, from coming 
into the hands of a few people, who were intorested in tho truc circum- 
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